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Rabbi Yitzchok Zev

Soloveitchik

Reb Meir Soloveitchik related

that the Brisker Rav once asked

Why is the wording of the last

oath different rom the first twa?

Inthe first two (Shir Hashirim 2:7

and 3:5) it says “If you arouse

and if you awaken,” and in the

last one (8:4) it says “Why do you

arouse and why do you awaken?” The answer s, he said,
that the first two oaths are said to the Jewish people before.
they make any attempt to throw off the yoke of exile. "Do.
not do it.." for if you do it will be bitter. But Shlomo.
Hamelech foresaw in his ruach hakodesh that there would
come a time when the Jews would indeed try to force the
end. After they have already tried, and seen the bitter
consequences 'l will permit your flesh’) Hashem calls to
them: Why do you continue inyour folly of fighting with the
nations? Don't you see what the resuits are? Why are you
asking for more?

(Usdos Vehanhagos Leveis Brisk, v 4 p. 187)

Once someone told the Brisker Rov that some yeshiva
bochurim went to watch the Zionist independence day
parade. He became angry and said, “If the Nazi S. S,
officers had a parade, would they g0 to watch that too?
Don't Chazal say that one who causes another to sin is
worse that one whokills him?” (bid.p.210)

“The Rambarm says that Moshiach will bring the Jewish

out Moshiach, is lacking complet

Rabbi Ahron Kotler
Rabbi_Wasserman, Rabbi |

Kotler, Rabbi Rottenberg from

Antwerp, and the rabbis from
Czechoslovakia and Hungary

were unanimous in refecting any

proposal for a Jewish state on f

either side of the Jordan River,

even f it were established as a

religious state, because such a

regime would be a form of

heresy inour faith n the coming f Moshiach,”

(Hapardes, August 1937)

Rabbi Yoel
Teitelbaum of
atmar

we have already explained that
taking redemption and political
power before the time
constitutes denial of Divine
Providence. Even regarding the tribe of Ephraim, who

“If we were to put allthe sins of this generation and all the
transgressions committed in the entire world on one side
of a scale, and the Zionist state on the other side, it would
outweigh everything, for it s the poisanous source of the
worst defilement, the worst cause of damage in the entire
world, and they are ones who defile the entire world,”

Rabbdi Avigdor
Miller

Moshiach, ks “The State of Israel solves
nothing. All ‘problems’ remain
the same, and new ones are
created: 1) The Arabian lands
have been rendered
uninhabitable for Jews; 2)
constant wars with neighbors
must be waged, incurring huge

to constant peril; 3) it has exacerbated Jew hatred in the
nations, due to Arab influence and also to embroilment
with the foreign policy of the nations; 4) and the
proponents of the State of Israel attempt to kindle a fire
under the Jews in all lands in order to make their
position untenable 5o that they emigrate to augment the.
population of the new State.”

“Even when there is possibility
of heresy one must be killed
rather than transgress, and all
the more so in this case, since

merely erred, thinking that the time of redemption had
already arrived, it is written, ‘They did not believe in Gid."
(Tehillin 78:22) ... The Ramban at the end of Parshas Bo
writes that a man has no share n the Torah of Moshe unless
he believes that all occurences are miraculous, not
following the rules of nature. The reason we must take
physical action in most areas is because this is what the
reaty
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On this

Day of Independence

from

Zionism

let us take a moment to ask:

What did the greatest Torah scholars and

Chassidic leaders say about the Zionist State?

Rabbi

Samson Raphael
Hirsch

“When the uprising led by Bar
Kochba proved @ disasirous
error, it became essential that
the Jewish people be reminded
forall imesof animportant fact;
namely, that they must never

(Vayoel Moshe, Introduction, p. 11)

Rabbi

Yehoshua

Leib Diskin

“The rabbis of the generation
should gather together and
excommunicate the Zionists
from the Jewish People. They
should make decrees against

again attempt to_restore their

national independence by their own power; they were o
entrust their future as a nation solely to Divine Providence.
military expenditures and loss of many lves, in addition Therefc at

their bread and wine and forbid
intermarriage with them, ust as
our Sages did to the Samaritans, | am c

blessing to the prayer for the restoration of Jerusalem [in
Birkas Hamazon]. This fourth blessing is an
acknowledgement that it has always been Gd and G.d
alone Who has given us, and still gives us to this very day,

ot take this step, the Jewish peo
it

The Chofetz Chaim

“The Torah teaches us not to

(Sing You Righteous,p. 25)

Those who wish to fast on Wednesday, the fifth of Iyar, should accept the fast at the end of the Mincha Shmoneh Esrei on Tuesday.

future g00d, to0, we may ook to one other but G-d, and
none beside Him: “Hu heitiv Hu meiti Hu yeity lanu...Hu
yigmeleinu..Huyimloch...Hu yishbor...”

(The Hirsch Siddur p. 703)

dthatior  resist
fight against us. We must follow
in the footsteps of Yaakov Avinu
i his encounter with his brother
Esav. As the Ramban writes in
Vayishlach, all that happened
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Jews at gunpoint to go up
to Eretz Yisroel for some
strange reason.

Your main argument seems to
be that the oaths are interdependent,
based on the statement of Rabbi Yosi
bar Chanina. This is a common Zionist
argument. However you have put a new
twist on it. The usual Zionist argument
is that just as we find in Sotah 10a that
there is such a thing as two people who
swear to each other and if one violates

Meir Braun:
Dear Rabbi,

In Kesubos, there were three
oaths (some say two), right? Two of the
oaths (some say one) were binding on
the Jewish people, and one upon the
nations, right? The one upon the nations
is that they must not subjugate Israel
"too much." In Shir Hashirim, Rabba it
explains the reason is that "too much"
subjugation "forces" G-d to speed up the
redemption. This implies that the oaths
are interdependent, i.e., even though
it is not G-d's desire that we return
prior to full repentence, still the same
if the nations oppress us "too much" it
then becomes a situation of too much
desecration of G-d's name (see Rashi in
Ezekiel where he comments that "the
degredation of the Jewish people at the
hands of the nations IS the desecration
of G-d's name"...there are other sources
wich infer the same idea).

The nations did not keep their
part of their oath. All of the crusades,
pogroms, and inquisitions throughout
history would seem to fit the definition
of "too much subjugation." Thus, we the
Jewish people are no longer bound by
our part of the oaths. Yet, your only focus
is on the oath(s) to the Jews, not the one
upon the nations. Why is that? The entire
purpose of the oath(s) upon the Jewish
people was meant as a punnishment
with the intent of making us do teshuva.
Yet, what evolved was much worse than
the Jews lack of teshuva in that the
nation's mocked the G-d of Israel, His
ability to help save the Jewish people
that is, as they shamelessly humiliated
and murdered us throughout history (I
won't even include the holocaust in this
because I see you are of the believe that
the holocaust was the result of modern

P0PN IR HOYHI YPTIVMIP 0T

day zionism, so I'll simpley refer you
to all of the other "smaller" holocausts
that occured well before the advent
of "zionism" throughout the current
exile). The nations did not murder us
or threaten to murder us in order to
get us to violate our part of the oath(s).
Rather, they murdered us for other
reasons. Thus, this is not in sync with
your quotation of the Maharal who said
that we cannot violate our oaths even
on pain of death or the threat of death.
They murdering us throughout history
had nothing to do with their desire that
we break our oath(s). Rather, it had
to do with Jew hatred, wanting us to
convert, etc. The latter thus constitutes
"too much" subjugation, and thus
means that the nation's of the world did
not keep their end of the deal.

Meir Braun

Dear Mr. Braun,

You argue that the Maharal only
forbids transgressing the oaths when the
nations are killing us to get us to violate
them, but not if they are killing us for
other reasons. The truth is that there
are two ways to learn the Maharal. The
Rebbe in Vayoel Moshe 20 understands
it as you do, and thus brings proof from
it against the Avnei Nezer who says that
aliyah bechomah doesnt apply when
the nations grant permission. If theyre
killing us to get us to be oleh bechomah,
theres no greater permission than this.
But in siman 33 he brings up another
pshat in the Maharal, that the nations
are killing us for their own reasons, and
we are not permitted to escape their
killing by being olah bechomah. The
advantage of this pshat is that according
to the first pshat, we would have to posit
a strange situation in which one nation
controls the Jews in Chutz Laaretz and
controls Eretz Yisroel, and is forcing the

his oath the other one is also permitted
to violate the oath, that is the meaning
of the oaths in Kesubos. The problems
I raised with this (in previous letters to
other people) are that: 1) why should
the oath of going up as a wall have to
do with the nations, if we say that going
up as a wall is forbidden even when the
nations grant permission? If they grant
permission and its still forbidden, that
clearly shows that our oath is not for
their benefit. 2) The oath of dechikas
haketz has certainly nothing to do with
the nations benefit. 3) Even in the oath
of rebelling against them, which one
might argue is for their benefit, why
should one nation suffer for the violation
of another?

But now you come along and
put a new twist into it. You say that
the oaths are not interdependent
because of the principle of two people
who swore to each other, but rather
because of the chillul Hashem when the
nations persecute us and G-d does not
fight back. Thus you have gained an
important thing: you have answered my
first two objections above, because now
the oath of the nations has everything
to do with dechikas haketz and aliyah
bechomah.

Now, you are probably correct that
the Midrash means this when it says,
if they subjugate Israel too much they
cause the end to come not in its time.
This is idea of a lo zachu redemption as
you say. However, you have also lost
an important point in the process: you
have lost the rule of two who swore to
each other. Because this no longer
has anything to do with the idea of an
agreement which when one side breaks
it the other one is allowed to break it.
Thus the oaths of the Jews are still in
effect, its just that Hashem will bring the
geulah due to the chillul Hashem as you
say. So this is no heter to do any actions

(Forwad on page 7)
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on our own to bring the
geulah; it is strictly Hashems business.

Hersh Lowenthal

Dear Mr. Lowenthal,

You've stated several times (in
previous letters posted on this site),
"How will we know who the messiah
is? He will bring all Jews to repent and
fulfill all the laws of the Torah (Rambam,
Melachim 11:4). THIS IS SUCH A HARD
TASK THAT NO FALSE MESSIAH WILL
BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH IT AND FOOL
THE WORLD...The Satmar Rav notes
that by making the repentence of the
entire Jewish people the criterion for
the messiah, the Rambam is not leaving
open the door for imposters."

However, in Melachim 11:4, the
Rambam says: "If he (the potential
messiah) DID NOT SUCCEED TO
THIS DEGREE OR HE WAS KILLED, HE
SURELY IS NOT HE MESSIAH PROMISED
BY THE TORAH. Rather, HE SHOULD
BE CONSIDERED AS ALL THE OTHER
PROPER AND COMPLETE KINGS OF THE
DAVIDIC DYNASTY WHO DIED...G-d
only caused him to arise in order to test

the many..."

Now then, what is the Rambam
saying here? He seems to be saying in
a very complimentary way that there
will indeed be "imposters messiahs,"
not as the Satmar Rav stated. He seems
to be saying that someone will indeed
be PERMITTED to make an effort and
even fail in his attempts (and that those
"attempts" are defined as TRYING to
get the Jews to do teshuva, TRYING to
gather Jews to the land of Israel, and
TRYING to fight the wars of G-d, and
TRYING to have the Temple rebuilt. It
seems clearly inferred from here that the
Rambam is not condemning the attempt
that fails, since he refers to such a failed
attempt in a complimentary light (i.e.
comparing such a person to one of the
righteous kings of the Davidic dynasty).
Yet, after the fact, if such a person dies
before he completes any of these tasks,
we can call it in retrospect a test from
G-d.

This  complimentary  wording
regarding someone who makes the
effort but ends up failing, despite the fact
that he was not the messiah and despite
the fact that he was only sent as a test
and we can only realize that it was a test

in RETROSPECT, clearly implies that
the Rambam holds that someone must
make the messianic attempts BEFORE
he is officially called the messiah, and
only after he accomplishes in total is he
considered the messiah.

Your ideas do not seem to jibe with
this understanding of the Rambam.
Because your ideas are predicated
on the notion that the person must
FIRST be recognized as the messiah
and then attempt to accomplish all
that the Rambam says must be done.
The fact that R. Akiva and perhaps all
of his colleagues first believed that Bar
Kochba was the Moshiach only later
to retract does not prove the halacha
I'maase that this MUST necessarily be
the order. According to the Rambam it
certainly does not need to be the order.

If so, this might be a source that
refutes your entire thesis that the
three oaths cannot be nullified until
the Moshiach does it first. Because
according to this understanding of
the Rambam, the person does not
have to be the moshiach first before
he ATTEMPTS to accomplish his main
missions, which include trying to make
everyone frum, trying to gather the Jews
to the land of Israel, fighting the wars of
G-d (note that the uncensored version
of the Rambam exchanges the words to
"fighting the wars against the nations" so
as to rebut the notion that the Rambam
might mean "fighting assimilation" or
the like). If ATTEMPTING to do so prior
to his being called the moshiach were
wrong or inviolate of the oaths, then
the Rambam would not refer to such a
person as being like one of the righteous
kings of the house of David, would he?
And of course, the Rambam does not
just say things happenstance. The fact
that he intentionally felt it necessary to
compare such an attempt to someone
who is like a righteous king though not
the moshiach was probably meant for
someone such as yourself who would
view such an attempt (before someone
is officially called the Moshiach) as being
a misleader or as the Satmar Rav would
say, "an imposter" in the pejorative.

Meir Braun

Dear Mr. Braun,

The Rambam says that if the
potential moshiach brings the Jews to
repentance, he has chezkas moshiach,

which means that we are permitted
to follow him in returning to Eretz
Yisroel; we can assume he was sent by
Hashem and thus there is no problem
of the oaths. However you ask that the
Rambam says there is a possibility that
after that point he may still fail and
turn out not to be moshiach. You seem
to be saying that we see from here
that a potential moshiach is allowed
to go ahead with the gathering of the
exiles even though he is not sure he
is really moshiach. I dont really know
what your kashya is here because the
Rambam says clearly that a chezkas
moshiach is enough for us to assume
the oaths are permitted, and we as
well as the potential moshiach himself
cannot be blamed if the chazakah turns
out to be wrong. Lets say a person eats
something based on a chazakah or a
rov that its kosher, and it turns out not
to be kosher. Is that person a sinner?
Of course not.

You say that according to the
uncensored text of the Rambam, the
potential moshiach must wage wars
against the nations before he reaches
the stage of chezkas moshiach. But
I see that in the Frankel Rambam
(which is the original uncensored
text) the reference to defeating the
nations is in the part about reaching
vadai moshiach, not in the part about
reaching chezkas moshiach. The text
is, "If a king arises from the house
of David who studies Torah and does
mitzvos like his ancestor David,
according to the written and oral Torah,
and he compels all of Israel to walk in it
and strengthen its weak points, and he
fights the wars of Hashem, then he has
chezkas (presumed to be) moshiach.
If he does and succeeds, and subdues
all the surrounding nations, and he
builds the Temple, and gathers the
exiles of Israel, then he is definitely
moshiach." To reach chezkas moshiach
the candidate must only make all the
Jews repent and "fight the wars of
Hashem"  which could mean fighting
false ideologies within the Jewish
people. Then, after that point he may
continue and subdue the nations and
build the Temple and gather the exiles.
So to reach chezkas he need not do
anything that is kefirah, out of bounds,
or a violation of the oaths.

Hersh Lowenthal

(Forwad on next Edition)
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Sent: Sunday, April 22, 2007

Subject: Zionist Independence Day

True Torah

~ Jews Against Zionism

For Jews Untainted By Zionist Heresy

All Jews untainted by Zionist heresy experience the bitter realization of how the
wicked Zionist heretics worked relentlessly throughout the years to uproot the Jewish
People from their religious faith, and even to bring about untold physical suffering
through the prohibited provocations against the nations. The Zionists have been the
ones who have enflamed the fire of hostility against the Jewish People in ways to
numerous to enumerate.

It is for this reason that many great rabbis called on faithful Jews to fast on the
Zionist Independence Day, and to beseech G-d Alm-ghty that the world leaders
should recognize that Zionists do not represent Jews

The late Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum of Satmar (1890-1979) wrote that in previous
generations great rabbis would have declared an obligatory worldwide fast day for
such a dark day as the Zionist Independence Day, the basis of which is every sin in
the world, especially bloodshed and promiscuity. He even said that such rabbis of the
greater previous generations would have declared hundreds of days of fasting such
as the Ninth of the Month of Av (commemorating the destruction of the ancient
Temple in Jerusalem). He also stated that G-d rejects the religious holiday
observances of anyone observing the Zionist holiday. The sources for his inspirational
statements in Hebrew can be found in many places among his writings such as
Hiddushei Torah, 1955/56, p, 52; ibid., p. 109; ibid., Sukkoth, p. 110.
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In recognition of this bitter day on which so many others celebrate the creation of
this vile Zionist regime in 1948, a number of speakers will give lectures in
Williamsburg, Brooklyn.

On Sunday evening, April 22, 2007, there will be an assembly of the people at all the
Satmar Synagogues: Williamsburg Brooklyn, Monsey, Monroe, Borough Park at
9:00 pm.

Monday evening there will be an assembly of people at the Nesivos Olam
Synagogue, 205 Hewes St., Brooklyn, NY at 5:45 pm to recite Psalms and pray
that the world should recognize that Zionist State does not represent Judaism.
Several Rabbis will speak to those assembled during the evening.

Anti-Zionist Jews will also gather in Jerusalem and Beis Shemesh to bemoan the
establishment of the Zionist state.




