Under these circumstances it was a very
wise step on the part of Agudas Yisroel to
send its letter of greeting which included its
lucid declarations about the attitude of the
Jews to the Moslem holy places and con-
cerning the Kosel HaMaarovi. The letter
was timely and in place from several points
of view. First of all, it is entirely proper and
correct that a corgress of important peaple,
particularly members of an organized reli-
gion, be greeted by the organs of other reli-
gious groups. It would have been wrong to
withhold a letter of greeting until one recog-
nized some sign of opposition at the con-
gress loward religious matters concerning
other faiths. Under the circumstances we
are dealing with here, it would hardly have
been tactical to designate the congress even
before it met as one determined to oppose
Jewish issues. On the contrary, Jewry has to
assume the position that it has nothing to
fear when it comes to the truth, and that if
the congrass would see the truth it would
turn into a blessing for Eretz Yisroel.

From another point of view, the letter
was essential because of its content regard-
ing the Moslem holy places. We would like

to helieve that not one of the respecte
iems has any evil intentions of utilizin
congress 1o propagandize against the
But even if someone should have su
intention, if someone would have reas
proclaim the Jewish interest in congqu
these hoty places, or to exaggerate o
Jews' account regarding their demand!
the Kosel HaMaarovi, there could have
10 better move thar to take the bull b
horns and publicize and declare opent
attitude of the Jews to the holy placé
general and to the El-Aksa Mosque in
ticular, for the protection of which the ot
nents of the Jews have established a mm(
committee, and the clear position of the
regarding the Kosel HaMaarovi,

It is unimportant whether the letter
read at the congress publicly or whet]
interested parties made sure to hide it i}
the congress. The letter was sufficie
publicized by the press that news of it ¥
reach the ears and the eyes of the visitd)
The letter also serves as documentary &
dence for future periods that the Jews
not keep silent concerning the matter of 1
holy places, but removed all suspicion
themselves in 2 most lacid manner, If
results of this congress will be peaceful 2
will not rock the boat, why that will
wonderful and we shall have drawn
appropriate benefit from that declaration;
G-d forbid, that will not be the case, g
conscience at least will be clear. We w
have ne reason to vegret not having clarif

our stand, not having protested the libelefg? RO

reports.

The latter of greeting was also a letter:
clarification as welt as 2 permanent prote;

From the columns of cur journal we a
the respected visitors and all respected M
lems in Eretz Yisroel to pay heed to the co
tents of the declaration and to perceive th
the Jews have no intention of causing ad
dissension, or in any way harming wh
belongs to them, May they take a simi
stand toward the Jews. May this assemb
lage of the major Moslem leaders serve asi)
good beginning for mutual understandi
and for the removal of suspicion and bitt
ness. May this congress serve to shed lig
on our situation and may it be a blessing ni
only for the Moslems but alse for all t
dwellers of Eretz Yisroel.
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i outside the country. A letter of greeting
as sent to the Arab Congress by Agudas
tirocl of Eretz Yisroel at the advice of

bbi Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, The letter

Zame very well known because it was
Bublicized in most of the press as an aber-
2t letter, and even people who were close
0- Agudas Yisroel and its members wen-
ered what Rabbi Sonnenfeld had meant.
&S the situation developed it became very
clear what the reasoning of Rabbi Sonnen-
feld was regarding this matter. One of the

best explanations and clarifications of his
position was expressed in an editorial that
appeared in the Agudah paper of that period
called "Kol Yisroel" We will give an almost
verbatim translation of that editorial.
The Moslem Congress
This Sunday the opening session of the
Moslem Congress in Jerusaiem took place.
The congress was alot smaller than its plan-
ners intended, for a world Maslem congress.
We are told that only sixty or seventy repre-
sentatives came in from abroad. And even
they were not officiaily authorized by the
countries in which they live. On the other
hand, one cannot put down or minimize the
value of such a congress as certain news-
papers have attempted to do. The bottom
lise is that the representatives and the dele-
gales are the most important people in the
Moslem religion and are men of very great
influence. And one must give serious
thought to the impression they wili take
with them when they Jeave Eretz Yisroel.
From this point of view its a very sozry
situation as there is almost no communica-
tion between these important (visitors .mua
the smportant leaders of the Jewish people.
They receive their information about us
from others, and who knows in what man-
per they described Jewry and its demands.
1t is further regretiable that the planners
of the congress did not allow Jewish news-
paper teporters to attend. This denies the
Jewish public 2 way of receiving some clear
idea of what the congress is about and of
what is being discussed there concerning
Jewry and its goats. If we were to have that
clarity we might know what needs to be
amendad and what needs to be made clear.
We may assume that the planners of the
congress did not reaily help their own goals
by forbidding Jews o participate as obser-
vers. The visitors are men of intelligence and
will surely discern guickly that they are
being guarded and protected from people
wha do not belong to ar acceptahble circle.
And on the other hand, the citizens of Eretz
Yisrcel are being kept from meeting with
theose guests. 1f they are truly men of worth
they will cast doubt upon what they are told
far more than if they were free to see, to
learn, and to oberve.

This page should

* precede page 2.




Meanwhile, in Tunis ...

Great places have wondrous beginnings.
So it was with Tunisian Jewry. Four promi-
nent Tarah scholars set forth from southern
Italy on a sea voyage to raise money for
needy brides. They were captured by pirates
who decided to give each of them up for ran-
som i a different Jewish community along
the Mediterranean coast. One sage was ran-
somed by the Jews of Kairwan in Tunisia,
where he was swiftly recognized as a lumi-
rary of the talmudic firmament, Rabbi
Chushiel.

Kairwan, then the capital of North Africa,
was a Torah city. Rabbi Donash ben Tamim,
and his teacher Rabbi Yitzchak Hayisre'eli
lived there. But when Rabbi Chushiel ar-
rived, the rabbis of Kairwan recognized his
unique greatness and immediately appointed
him chief rabbi.

In’ Kairwan, Rabbi Chushiel headed &
prominent talmudic academy which pro-
duced outstanding halachists and talmudists
for several generations. His major disciples
were his own son, Rabbi Chananel, and
Rabbi Nissim ben Yaakov. They all carried
on extensive correspondence with the Gao-
nim of Babylonia (Irag}, the major bearers
for the previous five centuries of the tal-

airl students presently in Cheder in Hara Kobira.

The Rise And Fall Of The Jews Of Djerba And

Tunis

students presently in Talmud Torah in Hara Kabi
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mudic tradition, but they were lea
enough so as not to have to depend o
Babylonian Gaonate for halachic decisig

Rav Hai Gaon {939-1038), the last !
greatest of the Gaonim of Babylenia, red
nized Rabbi Chushiel's expertise and w
of him that he was an expert scholar 4
halachist. He declared that questions «
be addressed to Rabbi Chushiel and
quested that copies of his responses be
warded to Babylonia so that he and oth
might benefit from Rabbi Chushiel's er
tion.

It recognition of his greatness the Ba
onian Yeshive bestowed upen Rahbi ¢
shiel the title Rosh Bey Rebanan, Chief R
binic Autherity.

Rabbi Chananel, his son, succeeded §
as dean of the yeshiva, He wrote a lu
abridgement of the Babylenian Talmud
which he wove interpretative commenta
His commentary was used extensively
aimost all the commentators of succeedi
generations, especially Rabbi Yitzchak
fasi (Rif). Rabbi Chananel's commentary
pears in the Vilna edition of the Talmi
which is the standard edition still being p
lished today,
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The nearby community of Tunis, later the

capital of Tunisia, achieved great renown in

schalarly ciccles. “Ha'iyun ha'Tunisi,” Tuni-
sian profundity, became a by-word that rec-
ognized the quality of Jewish scholarship in
Tunis. Tunis Jewry was further strengthened
by the arrival of the Jews of Livorno (Leg-
horn), italy, who were expelied from Spain
in 1492 and from Portugal in 1497. From
Spain and Portugal they fled to Leghorn and
from there they found refuge in Tunis.

Other refugees from Spain and Pertugal
came directly fo Tunis. Among them was
Rabbi Avraham Zacuta, suthor of Sefer
Yuchasin,

In 1710 the Livorpan Jews who had ar-
rived in the 16th and 17th centuries seceded
from the Tunis community and constituted
their own community. From this date all the
Jewish institutions were duplicated. Each
community bad its own council of notables,
rabbinic court, chief rabbi, cemetery, schools,
and so on. Despite the division, Terah stu-
dies flourished in both communities and
Tunis became noted for Jewish scholarship
and writing.

The 19th century influx of new immi-
grants from the province of Tuscany, Italy,
reinforced the Livornese community.

And then came the Alliance.

Alliance israelite Universelle was a Paris-
based organization of Jews determined to
spread the gospel of French secular culture
to their culturally “deprived" brethren in the
Orient. And their primary method for doing
sa was 1o open day schoots for the children
of each community and inculcate their secu-
larist views in the children and through
them inte the community.

After fifteen years of arguing amang the
rabbis and influential lay people of Tunis, in
1878. some Jewish families of Italian origin
accepted the projest wholeheartedly, and a
boys school was started. The old Talmud
Torah building was given to the Alliance,
The fifteen rabbis who had taught there
were replaced with others who could teach
“Hebrew.”

Stowly the spiritual poison spread, In
1882 a girls school was established. By the
end of the decade, two-thirds of the Jewish
school population attended Alliance schools,

[n Tunis, the innocent children were

taught by atheistic teachers who stri
them of all spirituality. In Jewish eyes
is spiritual death. Aboul such peeple did]
Sages declare, “Worse is he who leads yg
sin than he who murders you.” The par
were deceived into believing that Alli
education would guaraniee economic
perity for their children. 3
But in fact the Jewish children of T
were unable to assimilate the French s
deeply enough. They suffered an intey
conflict which ieft the young graduate
Alliance school unbalanced and uprog
He was neither French nor Jewish. The
Jewish instruction he had received ha,
been sufficient t¢ maintain religiovs id}
And ignerant of Judaism, he was ashaj
of it. Yet he was not French, either.

canwhile, Back in Djerba

he late 1940's the Djerbans were pre-
to accept two reforms, the establish-
I a separate school which supple-
Sm the yeshiva curriculum by offering
ption in grammar and in several non-
s subjects and the opening of a new
o_..wn:. girls. But it was not the rabbinic
Frities who took the initiative for these
s. Rather, they grew out of proposals
Hed to them by a group of young peo-
red by the Zionist ideals then in
vho were also pramoting athletic and
] education. The latter proposals were

s presently in Talmud Terah in Hara Kabirc.
R |- £ ) SR { ) <K () - - )

1d not be fooled or
d-midated were harrassed
and even

ﬁ.mn_:wo:mﬂ trades mcnr as _mim_z.. Qmm
ing, or processing precious metals, or dég an:& out of hand as incompatible with
ing with wool were frowned upon by IBjerban values. But the rabbis did consent
Alliance graduates. So an agricultural sche other educational reforms with the pro-
an affiliate of the Alliance, was founded®isg that they be adapted to local conditions.
was unsuccessful because its gradualihis meant the strict separation of girls and
found themselves competing with oth bys and the continued monopoly of the
wha had had this occupation for gene shiva over all religious education. The
tions. As a result they were left bereftifflew schaol was clearly not intended to
Torah and bereft of the economic advan@indermine the old system, simply to com-

ment the “enlightened” Alliance people higlement it. Admittedly, however, this was
promised them.

rot in strict keeping with the prohibition
issued by the Djerban sages of yesteryear.

Indeed, in the 1950's and 69's the Zionists
began to wreak havoc among Djerbars. Tak-
ing advantage of the Djerbans' fear of Arab
natignalism which the Zionists made them
believe would denigrate them to the levet of
second class citizens by destroying the
French influence, and taking advantage also
of the nationalization of foreign-owned pro-
perty which affected Tunisian Jews econom-
ically, the Zionists persuaded them to emi-
grate to Israel. Many Djerbans had mis-
givings abou! going, Lawrence Resner, au-
thor of Eternal Springs, writes that they
seriously feared “that in Israel they might
find themselves in a country not religious
enough for their tastes.” But the Zionists [ied
to them to assuage their fears of family con-
trol of religious education for their children.
Some Djerban rabbis who could not be
fooled or intimidated were harrassed, threa-
tened, and even beaten. Those of the Djer-
bans who left for Israel, were spiritually
wiped out through Zicnist deception and
coercion.

In Djerba itseif, those Jews who remained
have survived spiritvally. Dierban Jews ac-
cepted Tuaisian pubiic schools, as noted,
following Tunisian independence. In Djerba
today, an increasing number of children
attend the governiment school. Cansequently
many Jews are involved in three educational
systems during each day: first the yeshiva
where the instruction is in Loshon Kodesh
and judeo-Arabic, then the Tunisian public
school where Arabic and alse French are
languages of communication, and finally,
the modern Jewish scheol for instruction ir
mathematics and grammar. Despite the var-
iety of schools young Djerbans attend today,
traditioral education cortinues to govern
the lives of the young. Very few of them do,
in fact, compiete the high school program of
the public school. Now as before, most ado-
lescents abandon their schooling at 14. A
boy has by then compleled the traditional
care curriculum which acquaints him with
Loshen Kodesh and prayers at age §, the
Pentateuch at age 7 and Halacha and the
Babylonian Talmud as he reaches his teens.
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Uiortunately, one area of Djerban lewish
still threatened—the girls. Because
F3ve no post-schaol prospect except for
% ye, Djerban girls have a longer perioid
ication and atiain a higher level in non-
s subjects. The influence of the Djer-
swish community which has for so
“years Tesisted secular encroachment
u a severe challenge: to prevent their
ers from beeoming a prey fo the dis-
:f secularism and to preserve in them
Giritaal values ihat have kept their
nity alive for so long.
fike local present-day Rabbi of Djerba,
2Chanina Bogid Sadon has said, "Our
finity is aver 2,000 years old. Tt will be
Fio bring it 1o an end.”
47z not in favor of the modern Jewish
ent in [seael, "It is because of our sins

' musthead of Yeshivi Kisei Rachmim and Rabbi Mataliach Maruz studying with studenis.
Whaderits piesyntly in Talmpd Torak i Hara Yabira.
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¢ were exiled from the Land, We may
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e parents were deceived
believing that Alliance
cation would guarantee
cnomic  prosperity for
ir children.

the Jewish children of
nis .. suffered an internal
anflict which left the young
duate of the Alliance
thool unbalanced and
prooted. He was neither

rench nor Jewish. Ratsbi

What is all impertant is the study of our
holy Torah. This we can do in any place.”

One maore rabbi deserves to be enlered on
the honor roll of the preservers of Torah
study in Tunisia. Rabbi Matzliach Mazuz,
cabbinic judge of Dierba and later of Tunis.
1n 1985 he founded his own yeshiva which he
namad Kisei Rachamim in memory of his
master Rabbi Rachamim Chai Chawita. Itis
amazing that almost 100 years after the
arrival of ihe Alliance in Tunis he was able
to establish & yeshiva where solely Torzh
was studied. The school was unfortunately
closed upen Rabbi Mazuz's untimely death
in 1971.

Today there are 17 synagogues in Djerba
that are still in use, whereas the synagogue
on Rue Liberte in Tunis, which once had
hundreds of congregants, holds only a quo-
rum ot twa today.

to be continued.

Bogid Sadon , present chief Rabbi of Hara Kabira.
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HERETICAL :
TEXTBOOKS

In America, in virtually all the yeshivos and Bais Yaakev
schoots which have secular education departments, there are in
use secular studies textbooks which contain ideas and ideaks
that are not in accord with the Torah, Such textbooks are in
the category of m¥n no less than the New Testament. To
posses such books, let alone read them, is a serious infraciion
of Halacha, Haray Chaim Soloveitchik of Brisk b1 forbade
the study of such even in order to save ore's own life (Mps
wo). (173 o PenTp Cbn YRIEY A3I)

Tens of thousands of children zre being exposed to heresy
in the secular studies departments of Torzh institutions. This
is far worse than it would be were they being fed unkosher
food, Yeshivas that would not use any milk other than ¥n
Yraws (here there is only a question of an 112 Mo}, vse in
their secular studies departments textbooks that contain mm,
i.e., in the words of the Chafetz Chayyim by, ~oRm [ AT,
(b =nop PN YDR Mansm)

These texthooks must be removed immediately from afl
yeshivos and Bais Yankov schools.
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Preface,,

Hundreds of thousands could have been
saved if the Zionists had heeded Rabbi
Weissmandels suggestions. But they did
not. His work, however was not in vain, for
finally his information reached Josef Mandel
In Switzerland.  Upon its publication, the
deportations to Auschwitz stopped. But
nearly six million Jews were killed before that
day.

Included here are some of the letters
which Rabbi Weissmandel sent 1o the Jewish
Agency and the dJoint, pleading for help in
rescuing Hungarian Jews. Mis
communications always included two
important paints: send money and bomb the
railways, In addition, he stressed the
impartance of propaganda which would bring
pressure on the Germans and Horthy ta stop
the deportations. The result of the release of
the information supplied by Rabbi
Weissmandel which Josef Mandel eventuzlly
received is proof of the efficacy of his plan,

Rabbi Weissmandel wrote constantly to
the Agency and the Joint of the urgent need
for action, painting aut that each day of delay
meant another 13,000 deaths. Inn the first
excerpt below from “Min HaMaitzar,” he
recounts the efforts the Slovakian Jews made
on behalf of the Hungarian Jews and the
plans which they had devised. The five letters
following this summary detail the plans, The
Zionists' disinterest in the fate of their Eastern
European brethren is evidenced by their Jack
of acknowledgment of receipt of the letters,
although it was later ascertained that the
letters were, indeed, received.

{Until this point was a discussion of the
events in Slovakia regarding the deportation
of the Jews and their annihilation, The
progress and atiempts to delay the
deportation and destruction of Hungarian
dewry, and the history of the attemnpts to save
them begin here. The author (z'tl} intended
to elaborate and divide it into chapters, but
because we were unworthy, his time came
and he did not have the opportunity to
complete it. We are printing it in his words
and writing with no additions or deletions. )

Reb Michoel Ber Weissmande/
story, as told in his book Min Ha

% for this. One, it was known z,&. the
S in Budapest had had previous
f,with Germans of the Gestapg fram
m,_:siw of the war, long before :a._m
#%ton. Secondly, we saw n_._.mn here in
BT ith all the doubts and differences
:w the parties, there was actually
.mw unity in every matter, and everyone

’s perso
meitza

part four.

On the 24th of Adar, 1944, the Ge
burst into Hungary in “the form i
occupation, yet they left the Hun
Government as it was, A deathly fg!
immediately upon the Jews, For tho
general the Hungarian Governmen
autonomous, it changed hands to ng
anti-Semites. [t alsp immediately bo
known that the avil Eichmann an
Sonderkomandn had come to Buds
along with his aide Wisliceny,

On the following Shabbos, the 29
Adar, after we had already welcom
Shabbos, [ was in Nitra in our Rav’s
room, and a messenger came fro
adjoining apartment where there
telephone, saying in confusion that | §
travel immediately to Pressburg
Wisliceny had arrived there from Bud
and had something urgent to d
regarding Hungary. | traveled on Friday

ave been no possibility of
hing anything. it stood to reason
iithe end we would have to do the same
ary. Therefore, [ remained firm inmy
Hh-that it was necessary to tell this to
B and to give him three letters,
F#5he representative of the orthodox
fihodax, this being Rav Friediger; ane
epresentative of the Reform, meaning
d of the community; and one for the
=l tative of the Zionists.
:eone wrote to the head of the Reform
ke .Eu there was a lengthy debate
g the Zionists as to whom they would
Eifmong their fiends. There was a
%an that wanted Kastner, and finally they
ed upon Nison Cohen.
was still Shabbas, and 1 tried through
proven and faithéul friend Hav Shlome
Yto have a diplomatic messenger ready
onday -- for it was understood :..mw we
.nwca Wisliceny a letter praising him.
fare it was necessary that a messenger
2rwith a secret letter explaining all the
ble“and negative reasoning. .
[ H_.c.wm the secret letter to Rav Friediger; it
% very long and detailed letter, |
\plained the entire involvement of the
qwﬁ Plan” and that in our opinion, if not
éx_umm in charge of fewish money in the
eerworld who were tuming this down with
‘.,mm.aur there was a great uOmm:ummf :._mﬁ
culd not have the present situation in
ww@. We must work &mo,.c.cm_x to
Share the large fund-raising organizations
the world for action. Yet we also had ta
wm.np. that they wouid remain stubborn as
: had until then. Therefore, it was
essary to gather immediately all Swiss and
mietican money in Hungary to be had on the
B35k market and to take it to Switzerland ar
e other place, so that it could be E.z.._n:am
‘the proper time to the Germans, as if in the
dme of Jews of the free world.

and in the morning the architect Steine;
me that Wisliceny spoke with him at le
and meanwhile left for Berlin, Whe
refurned the following Monday he hi
have a letter from me tg some o

Budapest who would be suitable ta deal
regarding abolishing the decree about

enacted. Accordingto Steiner, he said &
that the time had come to eat the fruits
our previous work,

At first [ thought of the prominent R
Shmuel Zanvel Kahane, head of
Orthadox Bureau. But news had spre;
Pressburg that he had fled to Romani
asked several knowledgeable people
they all said that the best person woul
Rabbi Pinchas F riediger, who was head o
Orthodex community in Budapest. Altho
[ did not know him personally, | had hear.
him and decided to write ta him. If he
want to undertake this mission, he waul
able to refer me to someone who coul

But | did not want to place all
responsibility an the representatives of o
garoup - the Orthodox - among
communities In Budapest. There were 1 f

We also explained that in Slovakia we
were only able to accomplish this by
influencing the Germans and the Slovakians,
because one is not sufficient without the
other. [t would certainly be the same in
Hungary.  Therefore, they had to try
forcefully to influence HMorthy and other
individuals in the new government as well.
For if they {the Hungarians) demanded the
deportations, our arguments with the
Germans would amount to little.

Rabbi Michaal Ber Waissmands!

{also explained that we were worried that
all the excitement about the dealings was
misleading and deceitful, This was the sign
(of good faith) -- if there were dealings, :5.:
there was no ghetto; if there were a ghetto, it
is abvious that there were no dealings, and it
was all just trickery and deceit. 1 explained
that the kiltings began with the gathering of
everyone into a ghetto, and after that there
was no escape. This would not have beeri the
case if it were possible to explain to everyone
the meaning of Auschwitz, and that the
ghette was synonomous with Auschwit
would be necessary to bring everyone to the
ghetto in chains, This would certainly be

irmpossible before the public eye in Hungary,
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thousand Jews. Of course it would have been
possible to kil some Germans and Hungarian
police, perhaps one hundred, perhaps two
hundred; but as is ohvious now in regard to
the situation then i is very likely that the end
result would have been that more of our
dJewish brethren in Hungary would have been
killed.

Therefore, why follow this path which
would not bring any result and was fuli of
danger for the multitudes? There was an
easier and more certain way. A way which
did not have to be identified with any Jew: to
bomb the tracks leading to Auschwitz and
Auschwitz itself from the air -- we had already
lost five million Jews.

Was there the slightest doubt that our
allies, who always were so good to the Jews
and constantly bemoaning their fate, would
act immediately?
~ Was there the slightest doubt that our
dJewish brothers in the “free world” would
knock on every door, unceasingly, day and
night to appeal to the government leaders in
charge of such projects, in order to act on this
plan?  Wouldn't the destruction of these
roads be militarily advantageous to them,

feast 95% or more? In the event they wa
captured, they could only be congd
American or British captives; for it wo
be necessary to explain the destruc
these tracks as a means of stoppi
deportations of the Jews. [t co
understood, for example, that they ré
orders to bomb the train station for off
reasons -- that it was needed for trans;
soldiers and military equiptment. 3
would be absolutely no connection wi
deportation of Jews. :

_:c else would he reveal
cecret of this murder
e for all fo see when
i then it had been a

. carefully ~ guarded

If there could have come from j 3 if not for the
from the Allied airplanes, an orga 1&? ) to
destruction of the transport roajigREESnse O.w Bmworﬁm_onm.
Auschwitz and of the death cham the ﬂmntmmwm&
Auschwitz itself, it would have been pg
to organize support from the groun
some courage would have entered inf rriee

braken hearts of the Jewish masses tha
been sentenced ta death, We have’
heard of a battle being won, wher
combatants fought without weapons;
their wives and children surrounded
with a fear of death; while the enemy of
other hand were armed murdés
surraunded by happy spectators

mu_n_ entail alarge number of um_.moawm.r
this purpose, | aitached an explicit
%int of Auschwitz,and 1 also wrote that it
necessary that there be complete

“Thars could ba no mure deadly ammunition..,
If Pajastine were to ba Hacded with vary old
people or undexirables™ Hanry Montor,
ropslrECULIVA Vica chalrman, Unltad Jewish Apgeal.
Ao re

e bbb N

Trony between the various mwnw._ozm.. and
Frow the Germans a trusiing atiitude,
(% Inwardly suspecting them of every trick
al.

ce the messenger left secretly to
pest several hours before Ewm_mnm.sc. I
y wrote in that letter that Wisliceny
bring a letter whose contents were not
matn thing, and what must really be
Shin was in this letter.

e letter | gave to Wisliceny was written
-holy tongue in a learned manner, and

If not for thése in chd
of Jewish money in the
world who were turning
down with contempt,
would not have the presa
situation in Hungary.

even withaut taking into consideration the
saving of Jews? Wasit not a fact that on these
tracks thousands of soldiers and war supplies
came and went every day?

How abeut our Jewish brethren in Eretz
Yisroel who were always boasting of their
courage and might? Was there the slightest
doubt of being able to find among them or
among our strong-minded brathers in the
United States or in Great Britain, hundreds
or even thousands of youth prepared to join
in this course of action, which was so sure, at

This page should
precede page 19.

nted at warning and suspicion. 1relied on
fact that Rav Friediger was a learned
san who would possibly understand the
it for | was afraid that this letter would get
'him before the secret one, and that the
teome of the first conversation would be
aging and difficult to correct. 1 remember
3t aside from the hint hidden in the letter
Gse language I have forgotten, Lwrote it in
lve lines like a certificate of divorce, based
 famous act of a great scholar who had ﬁ_e
@ praise of one nat worthy, and he wrote it

priests; the wicked Hungarian officers
Hungarian farmers, judges and doctors,
the rmajority of that corrupt nation,

Semites whose preachers had taught th
for countless generations to rejoice at
spilling of Jewish blood. At their head &%
Horthy, one of the primary architect:
Hungary’s anti-semitism. Al this being
logic dictated that out of necassity thi
should have been a joint action between’
Jews in this murderous country and the J8
of the free countries; in other words betw?

in twelve lines so that the person receiving it
would understand, 1 thought perhaps Rav
Friediger also heard of this fact and, due to
the brevity of the letter in Wisliceny's hand,
would understand the hint.

There were two new developments on
Monday. On Friday when Wisliceny spoke to
Steiner they were still speaking at length of
saving all Hungarian Jewry;, on Monday,
Steiner went to him with the letter, and he
brought the news that in Berlin it was decreed
that in regard to the Carpathian lands and all
the fand eist of the Tisa River, nothing could
be done. But if we would decide to deal, we
could discuss the rest. Regarding the 320,000
Jews upon whom the decree had been
finalized, there was a remote possi ility that
something could be done, such as postponing
the deportations for weeks or months and,
since the Russians were already at the
border, they would be free. These were
Wisliceny's words.

On Friday, Wisliceny had not expiained
any details of the deal, and on Monday he
already had details.

Two kinds of money were needed, asmall

sum of 2 million dollars and a large sum of 10
million dollars. The money had to be backed
by proof that it was from the free world - :.n.z.:
world Jewry. The jarge sumwas openly going
to the 5.5. (s0 he mentioned explicitly -- not
to the Reich - only to the pocket of the 5.5.),
and the small amount was for those who were
involved. For ourinsuranceit was possidieto
pay the smaller amount over a period of 10
months, $200,000 monthly. He concluded
that the war woutd not last more than ten
months., But the money for the ?&&m:.m_w
was of no value without the larger sum E:.n.r
had to be given in a lump sum, or at least in
very large payments, and this too was of no
value without the smaller sum.

The messenger had already left secretly,
and there was no sight of another sessenger
for 3 or 4 days. Meanwhile, ! returned to
Nitra. [ told our Rov everything, He was very
suspicious of of the terms. Yet, for our part
we had to hald an to the rope with both mn.&m.
and to give them what they were %a:.h:m:“_m.
It was quite possible that due to the situation
of the war, the Germans had spiitinto several
factions and one faction was hoping to save
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its skin by this action. However, they still had
ta keep the pretense of acting for the benefit
of those who were more loyal toa the evil one
{Hitler) or for the evil one himself. There
were many passibitities, for who knew what
was going on in their private circles?
Practically speaking, we could not trust them
and our main concern was to warn thase wast
of the Tisa River and help them escape.
The second secret messender went,

carrying a long letter. 1 described the new

developments and warned them that the
Germans' plart may have baen formulated to
lullus into a false sense of security, Wehad to
make great efforts to tell the Jews in these
districts that they weré slated for murder, and
to warn them hot t6 enter the glietto, even
under threat, and that they should rather be
killed than transgréss. | remember that my
letter caused alot &f confusion for in Stovakia
everyone called these districts P.KR
meaning Pad - Karpatyka - Rus -- and this is
what | wrote to Budapest. 1t took them a
while te understand the meaning of these
letters, for there they did not use this
abbreviation. 1wrote that they should make
great effarts to help the multitudes to escape
from there whilé there still was time, before
the decree for & ghetto. We did not as yet
know in Slovakia how ditficult it already was
for Jews to be able to travel from place to
place.

Mo one can really understand a law until
he has had a brush with it. Of course, logic
would have it thaf one shouldn't move from
ene’s house or place of hiding, even if warned
of death on the spat, because the only ather
choice is Auschwitz. Andyat, perhaps, it was
decreed that the logic shouldn't work, or
perhaps there was no logic at all due to the
sitvation, During those early days it so
happened that an acquaintance of mine came
toask advice regarding his parents in Ungvar,
and he brought with him a gentile srmuggler,
haping ta bring his parents to Slovakia, which
at that time was more secure than Hungary. |
have forgotten this person’s name, but |
remember that he was a man eager to do
mitzvos wha wasn't interested only in his own
benefit and good. Suddenly [ had an idea. |

‘went to the Orthodox Bureau where there
was a Hebrew typewriter and a stenciling
machine. wrote one page very clearly in the
same style that I had written to Switzerland,

explaining that they were in any evenfs
to be slaughtered, and they shou
alternatives -- to hide, rebel, run awa
not to enter the ghetto. If they had
entered, they should break down th
and if the Germans killed some of ther
would certainly be fewer murdered in ¢
run. [ wrote the letter as if one w
escaped from the camp wére writingit
knew of two couples who had esca
wrote as if the letter came from Pol
made several hundred copies and [ coni
this straight and simple man that it wo
to his credit i would disseminate the [&
when he arrived there. Naively, he di
told him, and a few weeks later returfs
me with great complaints and ¢
According to him, someonae on the Ju
went to the Germans with this lettef
asked them if what it said were true, and
scandal erupted-- some believed it and &
debated it - and meanwhile the Ger
murdered, twenty or thirty people. He ke
flee without his family because of the ensy
scandal. :
The majority of the committes
Pressburg opposed our involvement?
Hungary. They said we were powerlesst
anything, and it was very possible th3
would endanger the remaining 30,00
Slovakia who were anyway in need of g
mercy, when the deportations would 2
come close to aur barder, Yet, I stili feit f
prisoner could not free himself, and
what had happened to us we learned:
when the initia! fury of the German tak
occurred, all sense was lost. We did
some foundation for the idea of dealing

T aral days later, we found out from the
5 of the Slovakian railways that
Pitions  for deportations rmm been
%ed between the Hungarian and
an railway companies; they would go
4y of Kassau - Pressau - Krakow to
itz. Four transports a day would be
hed comprising a total of 320,000
. These transports would begin on
ihth day of May. [ don't aama_“.au the
f the day we were informed of this, but |
4 1is was several weeks before mid-May.
Y that time we had already organized our
" to Budapest so that there was a
anger almast daily. [always wrate what
mopened each day and when a messenger
wailable [ sent the letters to Budapest.
sent this information to z.,mm:
ediately, and althaugh the occurrence in
guar, had already happened, 1 felt that it
= ecessary to teff the public the full truth,
to stress that where there was as yet :.m.
jtto, no ane should enter willingly, and if
2% had entered,they should break aut. If
51§ were illed,the other half would survive
the end the Germans would not be able
in the middle of city and village in
ungary. But I knew that these were only
fitterings in the air - for there was 110
tength to rebel - and who would knowingly
danger his {amily’s fives. Perhaps there
Fiuld be mercy. Perhaps overnight the war
Fould end - for at that time the military
ation was very good.
‘But 1 always wrote that we had to try on
2 other hand to influence the Hungarians,

Siho according to Wisliceny were even more
e on Padapest they would not ha nti-Semitic than the Germans, and could

n_mwu. head for this, therefore 1 spok i dly wait to deport the Jews. Perhaps they
Steiner to convince Wisliceny to com E-50ld be bought, either all of them or some of
Pressburg every few days, and there ?m_d ar moﬁ_moLm who was able to influence
would do the major dealing. He agreed hem 2nd maybe one could work on Horthy
did so during the first few weeks. through influence. All this could only be done

When he returned he said that he i Mungary. It was also necessary to alert the
found that Friediger was the anly persBautside world - the {ree world, about money
perceptive enough for this, but he still fol@iieeded for the Germans and about the
the bargaining very slow and suspiciousti" murders so that there would be outside
with the old “Europe Plan.” If we did =political pressure on Horthy and his
expedite matters, not only would the 320, - aovernment. We had already seen that our
from east of the Tisa River be lost, but &8> letters from Slovakia were not effective,
would lose everything. The date of perhaps becuase the outside world thought
deportations of the 320,000 was scheduleds that we were but a small number of people.

Hmn.u_.Eﬁm_.__.._m in the beginning or the middl

Therefore, it was necessary for the
Hungarians, too, to alert the outside worid..
it was sornetime during the month of April
that Dr. Abeles came te me with an
understanding and self-sacrificing man who
had excellent connections with the officers of
the railways, who revealed the conditions
between Slovakia and Hungary regarding the
deportations. This man said that if sorneone
would sacrifice his life in order to bomb E.m
long tunnel between Kassau and Pressau, it
would make this line useless for a number n.&
years, and he could provide dynamite for this
purpose. He set & price and [ accepted the
deal. We secretly began to make v_msm.m_uo_.;
this passibility. 1did not even hint of this plan
in the committea, because of those apposed
io the entire matter of cooperating with
Hungary, This indi idual, an mx.nmxmﬁ
engineer, said thattherewas a daily train from
Pressburg to Medzilobartza which r.w,...m_ma
through a part of Hungary in the district of
Kassau using this tunnel. It Eoc_n_. be
necessary to find someone willing to mun:m,nm
his life, who would travel this route with
dynamite and explode it in the Es_.._& so that
the entire train would be dynamited along
with it )
The Rov agreed with this matter in
principle, but warned that the action must be
taken in such a way that no Jewish name be
associated with the entire matter, and that
this destructive act seem like a deed of the
Czech or Russian partisans.
[ remember the righteous yeshivastudent
Reb Yaakov Levi of Pressburg, a boy of
eighteen, a great schotar, possessing all good
traits, and very G-d fearing, who rmw& of
what was planned and came to me in :._.m
middle of the night ready to travel on this
train. He had a premonition that he would
not survive the war and wanted to
accomplish something great with his death. |
talked him out of it and at the end, he was
Killed the 20th of Elusl, 1944 while lying ont the
rivarbank of Nitra, hiding in the bushes
tearning from a Holy book. May G-d avenge
his pure bload.

Meanwhile, a better idea came up.
Someone in charge of guarding the railway
tracks near the tunnel was ready to
cooperate for a large sum of money - as [
remember 2 millian Slovakian keonen were to
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be paid after the deed. A small group of
dedicated boys were ready to work with him,
Suddenly Kovatsch, a member of the secret
committee and in charge of the Ustrednak
wha had done several good things called me -
and closed the door, put his hand on the
telephone and said that this plan had been
discovered, and it posed a great danger to the
remainder of Jews in Slovakia. Some hint of
these matiers had been heard by the
Slovakian police and if [ did not give him
complete assurance that I would stop, he
would have ta notify the Slovakian police. He
said that he had been called by the evil
Vashek, who told him the Germans were
ready to renew the decree and deport the
remaining Jews of Slovakia even before the
Hungarian deportations begin. In reference
to the bambing, it was vital to know that there
were two openings on the Hungarian side as
wall as the opening on the Slovakian side, and
it wauld not be sufficient to destray just this
rail line for they had many routes going
directly from Hungary, Therefore it was
impossible ta do a complete job except in
Hungary,

In reality, that very day or the day
afterwards, Wisliceny came rushing to
Pressburg saying that he had received an
order to put an end to the remaining Jews in
Slovakia, even before the Hungarian Jews,
By bribing him and the Slovakians we were
able to get a reprieve. But a great fear
descended uponall of us, | wrote these things
to Budapest with the idea that they organize a

be alive today, What did they accomp

fire of hate and fury.

own eyes haw the Allied bombers re
over Slovakian and Hungarian air space

the war effort. They once bambed
railway station in Debrecin, not for
purpase of hampering deportations by
military reascns, and automatically
deportations were delayed there for
weeks, [f only there had been one

20 on.

Of course there was another reaso:
destroy the ghettos from within, or even

was possible was only a matter of “[ wilt

an opposite way * a P|

SR DINLG

B A TR T

According to Wisliceny
heard in the midst of

series of bombings with great care so that no mwnau_ﬁ.;wrnu the
Jewish name be tied with it ~onlyinthe name H :
of the Hungarian holdouts from the previous connectton with

gavernment. They were not to declare that it

was done to prevent the deportation of the and not with the mﬂvg.

Jews, for itwas April and the deportations had
not yet begun. It was imperative to make it
seem that the bombings were to stop
transports of German soldiers.

Today | see that this was a futile idea. Had
they begun this course of action, they would
never have completed it, for the wicked
Germans' strength was still great at the time.
Note what they did to Horthy a half year later,
and {o the Slovakian partisans 10 months
later. 1t is very likely that the damage would
have been much greater than any advantages
under the circumstances, and even the small
remainder left in Hungary would possibly not

Zionists were one and t
same.
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Warsaw? The killed a few Germans, ang,
€an estimate how much they increased

But one thing was very clear and m._m”“.
that it would have been Very easy to bd
these routes from the air. We saw with;

no apposition, when they bombed facte;
whose destruction they felt was importan

i
-

bombing at the time in Debrecin, they wo
have again had to delay the deportations, 3

towns and villages, was impossible. Wi,

myself along with the Phi istines,” but only

stine will die alo
with alf of us,” one German along with

conversation with Kastné

B SO DTS P S S

Randful of workers from within the hell of
P2\ irderer and between the many leaders
Garge of Jewish money m.aa .:._cmq._nn
75t the delightful freedom in the Allied
Eiries, Switzerland and Turkey.

iese then would be the normal courses
Zton that the logical mind could
Frrine: ,
l_m were true that the Germans were
ared to exchange lives for money,
sands upon thousands of lives for twelve
‘Heen million dollars, cash in advance at
beginning of Nissan 5704 (the end of
Zh 1944), den’t ask any questions -- How?
? .. don't argue and don’t be toa smart. If
were willing to give over thelives or even
e of the {ives, the money had to be here,
te, in this murdercus land. After all, who
Id know what was in the minds of these
thed ones: the discord, jealousy and
fbarreling among them. Each one of them
d already seen by the middle of 5704 (1944)
hat their downfall was near and they were all
ing for an avenue of escape because z.._m
v of judgment was at hand. So, if uwm__‘. said
n that they were willing to negotiate, it was
ssible that they just may have been telling
% truth, However far-fetched - it was a
ity, nevertheless. Who was to Eam.m
at there was no possibility? On one hand mn
% a question of money, onthe other hand _~
as 2 question of lives. On the one hand it
a question of 12 or 13 million dollars,
hile an the other hand it was a question of
fthousands of fives - Jewish lives - men,
. en, older peaple, children, pregnant m:.n_
ursing women, babies and infants siill
litsing. Today they are all alive and the
iurderer says there is no tomorrow unless
% do business -- money in place of lives; your
rothers’ money in the free world in place of

t

2) Actually to imit the deportations, through
~the destruction of the tracks bringing the

Tansports to Auschwitz and through Em
‘destruction of the death chambers in
‘Auschwitz itself, and to carey out this act of
_Mmﬂqcnznn continuously and systematically.
Twas necessary to bomb alternately first one
‘ and then the other. In addition, the main
Amammm should have been done by air, with

" Allied cover destroying the railway

If it were true that the
Germans were prepared to
exchange lives for money,
thousands upon thousands
of lives for 12 or 13 million

dollars cash in
advance_don’t ask any
questions.  How?  Why?

Don’t argue and don't be to
smart.

everywhere in the wicked man's (Hitler) rule,
the intention being to halt the transport of
military supplies -- a military strategy -- and
not for the sake of halting the deportation of
Jews,

There should also have been ground
support for this destruction, with the
cooperation of the non-Jewish internai
enemies of the wicked man. This destruction
should also not have been done with the
intention of halting the deportation of Jews,
but rather for the purpose of the war in
general.

Already, during the month of April we had
informed Switzerland concerning the
contract made between HMHungary and
Slovakia, by way of their railroad
administrators and the 180 transports that
were mentioned earlier. We also let them
know the routes the transports would take,
which was the Kashaw . Pressau - Sandz -
Cracow, Auschwitz route, and we constantly
asked them to implore the Allies to destroy
these routes,

On May 16, 5704 (1944) we wrote them
again about this route and all the other routes
that might possibly be utilized by the
Germans and described them at length. We
also drew a map of Auschwitz, together with
the gas chambers and ovens as they
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safety for the military fransports would B
put Jews on them and write in big letters]
this is a transport of Jews to the death ca
then the transport could be assured thy!
Allies wouid not bomb them. ; au

P ut To be able to bring the non-Je
..nﬁm.b we sent o partisans into such an act of destruction

2 \.f..ww,&O or three very difficuit. Some ‘of them, althg
iclegrams, sometimes from enemies- of the evil one, who hated ]
e . passionately, nevertheless rejoiced inwa
Nitra , sometimes from

. ! over this war of his with the Jews; such a
Pressburg...Sometimes

o can aiso see that the chief
.monm_._ the wicked Eichmann, sent
t in the middle of May to Turkey to
nce toworld Jewry that the next n_mc.wm
begin the extermination of Hungarian
24 the rate of 12,000 per day. .m.z.. o_._._c

ption could be merchandise in
Sinae for lives. Why else would he reveal
cret of this murder plan, for all to see,
*until then it had been a very carefully
m.m secret, if not for” the purpose of

we priests and their followers, the Poles ted
i s . t ocure the requeste
dddressed it to ﬂMQ“c m_ocwr.nmnmmnmﬂmozum om*ﬂrm Om_mnvm.. Ot -“Mﬂwﬂmmm. o
g . were afraid to place themselves in gred : in the German
?ﬂm.cmw + sometimes to danger than they already were in as partisa ye can M_WM mmM M”n_w_u.___nﬁnocﬂm of the
NZQNFTQBC MHTEQZU by taking part in any destructive mission Uments thai ar

mberg Tribunal that when the English
% {BBC) announced this German
) n, saying that the Germans gave

behalf of the Jews. In order to obf
caoperation from them for any mission of
value, money was required. Without mai
there wasn't anyone wilfing to do a t q,
the need was for large amounts of money
we had written in the letters that we sent
the countries on the outside, ;

Today, ten years have already passed
all the nations from the East and from f
Waest are taking pains to pay respect to f

de tion - th - 2 i
Germans. They ics heedocurmente i g concen o he Hongrin Jews, her
i ! wi ibbentrop and his
the evidence that is in them, But even with ,.w.ms”uwmmmqmuol nﬁrmc asked those
this, it has already becorne known that i B ocers Im:.__.:wmw._m:nw his aides, what was
e prsoml sy of e g i f l i, Ty relod it
ing according to plan and the rach
Himmler, related that Himmier told him th 22 Mo—:fww” Bmmnm to camouflage the
under no circumstances would permission nm_:.mmosm so the Russians would not be
granted to the Jews in the camps (at the e Mwo..m of what was going on. The truth
of 1944) to leave to Switzerland as t e evar was a secret and they, the experts,
Bergen-Belsen transports and Teresiensta Sw the dealings are for real,
transports unless they would pay 56 Swi How did Himealer and His aides know all
francs in exchange for every ordinary Jé :‘o o..c_u__._ ! heard it from Wisliceny, and he
and 500 Swiss francs for every important Je s dit *mc_._._ us in Pressburg,
- “in order to buy trucks from Switzerla e C o 5 radio broadcast and
with this money.” Who knows if this was 4 CMEm:rjM rmw.w_.nmsﬁwhﬂwo,cmq chm himthe
his § ion si ] grily asked us ifs )
1§ intention six months befere. We see th Hove reply. Instead of money, answers,

this amount itself was what his subordinaf . i
the wicked Wisliceny, requested - 50 fran tead of merchandise, excuses wﬂamm~_“¢w”m.m
per head, 50 million franes for a million head .wc went the entire :mmosmzoﬂmp?oa ko
We can see foday in the praoceedings 42 until the end of mE..:qu i
the Nuremberg trial that the wicked Hitl We also see that this was the amount @.
and Himmler had agreed betweepiwhich Wisliceny, with the approval of his
On the contrary, we became & joke in the themselves, explicitly and entirely to free thifl-Superiors, had sold the Slovakian Jews to
eyes of the murderous Germans who Hungarian Jews in exchange foibrireedom during the summer of 1942 - $50,000
commonly said that the best way to insure merchandise.

Live in exchange for Jewish blood Eo&&
be used on the Eastern front, the Allied
honse was that the English and the

aricans would not enter into any
B2 fiations whase purpose was to divide the
st and the Soviet Government, They
2d, however, that they had a deep love for

appeared from an aerial view,

We now know for sure that the letter
reached Switzerfand the next day. Together
with this letfer we sent the key to a secret
code to make sure they would understand
telegrams and letters sent openly by mail.
Every day we sent out one, {wa or three
telegrams, sometimes from Nitra, sometimes
from Préssbura, sometimes from semewhere
else. Sometimes we addressed it to Mayer,
sometimes to Schwalb and sometimes to our
trusted, dear friend, Mr. Lebowitz wha would
turn it over to them. After a while, we even
sent it ta our dear and revered friend Huga
Rosenbaum to give it to them. Every day the
telegrams would tell the story of the
transports and the routes they would take,
with a request and a demand to bomb the
routes. We know today for sure that all the
teleqrams reached their destination,

We wrate letters, long ones and short
ones, open and- coded. We sent them
secretly with diplomatic envays, We wrote
letters blaming and cursing, but it was for
naught. Not even the slightest thing on any
project of destruction ever materialized, .

“" Naturally, when the offer was brought to
“us in the beginning of Nissan, we tried in

every possible way to bring it to'faiiticiag
the treasurers in charge of Jewish'ch
the “free world” in SwitzerlandFar i
Turkey, and through them with “TRER
treasurers in charge in Eretz Yisroel, Englafd
and the United States. .
The lengthy, explicable letters which we
wrote with regard to this matter from within
the walls of the Nitra Yeshiva fram the 24th mm
Adar until the middle of lyar are no monwm.ﬂ in
our hands, for they were lost, or are stil
hidden in the files of letters of the important
organizations of world Jewry. When the
massacres began in the middle of lyar and
Eichmann the murderer raised the E.mn...w and
means on Brandt's mission, we wrote in the -
letter of May 16: ' -

“Remember that in the eatly days of the
Hungarian occupation the wicked ones
negotiated with the Jews 1o halt the E...:.%_.
through bribery. They asked for 60 million,
but all we had to give were two E.__.m is no
misiake, only two). Because of this :.._wc
became contemptucus of us, and, mnno“.u:..m
to many reliable sources, this is the main
cause of their anger poured oc.ﬁ there
presently,”

Two kinds of money were
needed, a small sum of two
million dollars and a large
sum of ten million dollars.

Throughout the negoti-
ations, it would been have
been possible fo dlter the
actions of the Qm::m:m
regarding the Hungarian
deportations if money had
come from World Jewry.
But there was no one
listening.
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This was the first stage of the negotiations
with the Germans, at a time when they still
spake of money only. In the beginning of
May, they began to change their demands of
money to that of goods. They mentioned
merchandise for civilians, such as coffee, tea,
cocoa, Jeather and in passing they suggested
trucks, We, who became experis in excuses
and delays, told them that everything was
avaiiable; we had received positive answers
from Arnerica on all terms. There was clear
proof in a letter from “Mr. Ferdinand Roth™
from Zurich, the secret leader of world Jewry,
who wrote this explici ly on stationery from
that famous hote, telling Willy that in just a
few days the matter would he drawn to a
satisfactory conclusion,

Then suddeniy we heard that Brandt was
sent publicly on 2 mission to Turkey, by
Fichmann, At that fime we knew that all
would be Iost if the dealings were revealed to
the Allied nations. Revealing this matter
even withaut the aforementioned reason,
would be a gross absurdity for what could it
accomplish. If they were asking for goods
and not money, it was because their
purchasing agents were being refused
merchandise in the neutral countries. We,
however, had possibilities to obtain these
goods, The main object was money. When
we would have the means to abtain the
money, we would have the sharp-wittedness
to have the goods. We would find Jewish
businessmen who, when we gave them the
money and explained to them it was
Necessary for the deliverance of one mi ion
lives, would know how to change this money
into goods. Then there would be caffee, tea,

leather or even trucks.

Al this would be fine if everything
transpired in utmost secrecy. lf, however,
the matter would become known in the
higher palitical circlos of the Allied rations,
they would rejoice over this sure sign of
Germany's weakening, which would be
revealed to them through this transaction.
But certainly no action would result from this,
especially if the condition of verbal
assurances from the Germans were revealed
to them, i.e., that these goods would only be
used on the Eastern war frant, Naturally, we
were terrar-stricken. How was it possible to

Her with Mrs, Fleischman's letters.
Tddenly in the summer of 1943, a new
ger arrived in Pressburg: a mm,.&ms_
as sent from the rescue committee
Ters in Ankara-Barlas and Bader to Mrs.
B man, saying that he was reliable and
worthy and we should give him _m”.ﬁmﬁm.
fiessenger did not come through our
network, for we had never included a
4n in this system. In particular my alert
FRabbi yamin Shlomo warned us not
% him anything, either because he knew
ively felt that he was suspicious, but
arning was to no avail. Mrs. Fleischman
twthat they in Ankara were totally
: orthy.  Obviously we did not know
»and had never even heard of their
¢s before. So, she gave over to him
igs of all the letters she had written to
tzerland during these times, from the
mnm_. of 1942 on. At last, even [ wrote a
long letter to tell them what had
wened and to complain and express my
atisfaction aver the utter neglect andlack
tion by the intercessors in Switzerland
the other free eountries in the matter of
iEuropean Plan and to obligate them
mediately to tell everything to everyone.
letter is included below.)
‘Months afterward, it became known to
hat this messenger was an officer of the
chrmacht and Gestape in Budapest from
étbeginning of the war, iong before the
erman occupation of Hungary. Kastner,
andt and their cronies were caught in the
v of espionage, messengers of mail and
Bney for various rescue work in Hungary,
tlore the occupation - such as escape of
olish and Slovakian survivars and other
atters.
“The head of this group was the Gestapo
member Schrmidt. [t was later discovered
at he had made copies of 2}l the letters sent
om Pressburg to Ankara, and the copies all
nded up in the hands of the evit Himmler.
- 50 it came to be that after the German
m.nav.wmoz of Hungary, there were two
Onnections between the Jews and their
erman murderers. One was the oid
nnection of Kastner-Brandt with Schmidt
{fom the Gestapo, and the other was the new
wmw::mnmo: of Rav Friediger with Wisliceny

What did they accompli;
in Warsaw ? They killed
few Germans and who cq
estimate how much th
increased the fire of haqj
and  fury. ;

enter responsibly into such a risky mission:
Even with all this, we still haped it would §
possible for Brandt to keep his mission
secret, as the Germans themselve
according to Wisliceny, had claimed the
wanted, E

Wisliceny explained that the manner &3
the business {Brandt’s mission) was the resy|
of the jealousy of the dealers on the Germg

and added what was new .. and so on.
Through Rabbi Binyomin Shlomo Stern fro
Pressburg, and Rabbj Zvi Heilbrun fron
Budapest, and through Rabbi Barye
Meshulem from Zurich, our main warker,

messenger came, I gave him all the Jotters
Mrs. Fleischman also wrote tetters from time
to time, and we-gave them to the messenge;

Slowly the matter became known to thek
various Zionist pariies, and they also wrot

letters o their confidants in the free worl
12

from the 5.5,

Friediger entered into the connection
with Wisliceny and began the transaction by
way of Pressburg - and Kastnier and Brandt
came separately from Friediger and entered
with the old connection of Schmidt, and
proposed this transaction to Wisliceny on
their own as if there were no other
suggestions about this deal from anyone else.
Of course, it was not in Schmidt's power to
decide. However, as it seemed that he knew
from the letters between Pressburg and
Ankara that there had been dealings
concerning the Europe Plan from before by
Wisliceny, he went together with Kastner and
Brandt to Wisliceny and pretended that he
knew nothing, and suggested the same deal
as if it were a new thing completely. The evil
and clever Wisliceny also played dumb. In
those days, each German was suspicious of
his comrade in the same party and much
more so of cne from a different party.
Immediately Wisliceny reported this to the
murderer Eichmann, and Eichmann made a
search of Schmidt and found a large sum of
money and the copies af al cur letters in his
apartment.
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Why should they (the Joint)
give this money, which they
need so badly now to buy a
lamb and to build a pen on
land

R : Fori,
Jaws In Polend™: Yizchak
Grasnbeum, chalrman of
tha Jewish Agancy,

“Onw cow In Palesiine is
worth more than all the




Rabbi $amual David Ungar, Nitra Rav

did not put much faith..that we would receive
the money from the Joint..

According to Wisliceny, he heard in the
midst of his conversation with Kastuer,
Brandt and Schmidt that the main
connection with world Jewry was with the
Zionists and not with the rabbis, and only with
their help would the transactions be brought
to the desired goal; and that the Joint and the
Zionists were one and the same. If he heard
this from Schmidt or from Jews, I don't know,

However it may be - this rvalry was a
great tragedy, possibly even a great crime. It
seems that here the money was changed into
merchandise and secrecy to public
knowledge; repeal of deportations to
emigration, and the mainstream of wortld
Jewry in America and its substitute in
Switzerland to the mainstream of Jewry in
Eretz Yisroel and their substitutes in Turkey.
And | stfll dor’t know for sure who came to
whom. If Eichmann had suggested this trip to
Brandt and the new method of the old

transaction . merchandise from the Atlies
openly, instead of money from Jews secretly -
- this was a tragedy. MHowever if one of the
dews suggested this to Fichman and he
accepted, it is a crime.

In any event we had hoped that the
community leaders in Ankara who knew of

e terms of the ..mm._mm_u:qmw.._.._
ﬂ mﬁ:m end of the surnmer of 1941 till
la time 1942 as mentioned above,
2y promised that c..rms.sm S».E.:mm to
5t he would suggest thisto Eichmann
i first transport wauld _m.mcm shortly.
irthey raised the price of the
ndise to 1000 francs a head.
g to the conversation between
4 and Dr. Kersten, 500 francs was the
®ior eachelite Jew and now they doubled

the negotiations by way of our letters
also know how to hide the fact from the
When Brandt and his friend Bondy

arrived, they would change this crg
business o a straight one and the
knowledge of his mission would reve
secrecy with regard to the Allies a
merchandise would switch to mon]
meaning that with the money from the
or loans from the Alfies, merchandise
be bought secretly. Leaving the co
would shift to repealing the deporta Fice.

signifying that during wartime they woull e immediately sent a secret Emmmmzmmm
make 2 request at all for the ernigrati fapest fo apprise them of this fact, an
Hungarian Jews even across the og egan the transport of mm_.mn.:.mb_mm_“_ g
especially since they knew of the “Princ Fe Vartslager {wailing cam P} in Austrie.
of the evil one cancerning Eretz Yisroe 2d hoped that by that time z.._m Soadm
his agreement with the Mufti. They woul tthe Jews in the free .nccaﬁ_mm wou
travel to Lord Movne to ask him for a b Tin, but our hope was in vain.

for a million Jews., But at the end Br roughout the negoiations, it E.”.EE
would return inanother day or two to say “have been possible to aiter the mn:ﬁw:m
there was merchandise, and we did not s Germans regarding the Hungarian
transport to leave the country but it Frations if money had come :.o.d world
encugh to repeal the departations to { ., But there was no one listening. In
inferne. we sent many letters and telegrams; we
|otters in multitudes, and telegrams in
e When the money did begin to come,
ery late, it came slowly, and in limited

Days and weeks passed, and evergg
the price was twelve-thousand Jews; th
was 1o voice of protest and hope turne
despair. Again a letter from “Ferdin
Roth” to Wisliceny came which said that
had agreed on everything, both
merchandise and the trucks. We knew thi
there would be money, there would
merchandise, not only from outside of
country, but also from inside Slovakia
Hungary. Shrewd businessmen such as R
Neftoli Traitel, Rav Yeochanan Link and B
Abeles entered into diseussians, and
pointed out places of hidden merchandisé
Slovakia and Hungary worth many millio
francs which they would be able claim
come from eutside of the country for tF
transaction, The merchandise was hidden
warehouses in Pressburg and Budapest,

Wisliceny accepted this plan aif
mentioned it to his superior, They promise
30,000 peaple for this merchandise - witha
trucks, But there could no Jonger be talk
repealing the deportations, since there we!
no trucks. Brandt still hadn't returned
There could only be talk of traveling acra
the sea by way of Germany, France an

frouddenly a tragedy onn..:.«mn_. mdm the
Slish radio publicized Brandt's mission and
- yefusal of the Allies to gve .:_.n
chandise. This cccurred at the same time
%t Horthy repealed the deportations. The
e nans were very angry because they saw
s as collaboration between SQ.E .H.mEE
ihe Allied nations and Horthy. Wisliceny
ie angrily to Pressburg, and there wasno
Fier choice but to say to him that we had
lLar knowledge that the British grabbed
Brandt and that everything said on :.._m radio
s false and we knew that everything was
Zoing along the best way possible.
B 4 However, then something else happend.
The evil Wisliceny said that he had lost faver
the eyes of Eichnann, the evil one above
him, because he was angry »wm.w he had
dragyed him into this phony business that

.mmm_:mwz chame to the Germans, instead of
; ,m_._ﬁomm. and the only remedy would be Eomm
of the agreement of the State Department in

MWashington on this transaction. If there

would be such proof the whole thing would
change, and they would give a command Eﬂ
the end of the annihilation completely. ._.r..m
news was brought to us through Steiner in
the tnidst of Av (July, August) 1944. A few
days after this, we heard it 2lso w.o“d xwﬂnmn
in Budapest. At the same time Wisficeny said
that his chief was sending him away from
Hungary to Romania as punishment, even
though he wanted to return to _Uamm.mac_.m..
This is also what the murderer Schmidt mm.w_m
to me Pessach time 1945, when [ traveled with
the last group to Switzerland. He had met
Wisliceny in the winter and he teld him that
he wanted to return to Pressburg during ».7@
Partisan war o oversee what was happening
there, but Eichmann did not allew him to.
We then began to beg by letter, telegram
and tetephone to Switzerland that .mcn_._ 2
notice be sent, whether or not it were
genuine. But again, ajl the pleading was to 5o
avail, In the meantime, the connection with
Wisliceny was broken, But [ saw that what
Kastner told me at the time was the truth:
that the Germans finally agreed that a
telegram from $ali Meyer corraborating the
existence of such a directive would be
sufficient. Kastner begged Sali Meyer when
he met him on the “bridge between
Switzerland and Austria with Kurt Becher to
send such a telegram. Meyer replied that r.m
and Mrs. Mever were famous for their
honesty and integrity, and he would send
such a telegram only if it were the truth.

to be continued in the next issue.
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Our Sages tell us, “Any union that is not
based on Torah canaat endure.”

The Enlightenment and Zionism, swaep-
ing across the Jewish horizon, made catas-
trephic inroads on traditional Jewish life.
The devastation threatened to engulf the
entire Jewish world, and caused our leaders
ta band together to repel this invasion,

The vary nature of organization contains
an inherent threat to the diversity that as-
sures the continuity of Torah-true Jewish
living. 1t was therefore with great trepida-
tion that Rabbinic Sages undertook 1o found
the organizatien which we know as Agu-
dath Israel. By restricting Agudath Israef to
a single purpose, the strengthening of Jewish
observance, they minimized the risk and—

insofar as possible— guaranteed success,

The reasoning and the fears of the sages
who participated in the founding of this
organization are expressed in the fallowing
letter by Rav Elchonon Wasserman, the Ray
and Rosh Yeshiva of Baranovitch. He was

wary of the usages of a madern organization
and concerned about the probiems it posed
to Torah observance. Steeped in learning
and tradition, a disciple of the sainted Cho-
fetz Chaim, he was revered worldwide.
Rabbi Wasserman writes: "The path be-
fore us is clear and ready. The weapons are
in our hands and it is within gur power to
spread and disseminate Torah knowledge
and reverence for G-d and His works.... In
this orphaned and pitifully weak generation
who will take the lead and show the way?
The only solution is for the pious to organize
for ¢ne goal and for this aim only. As Maim.
onides said, 'In all my days I was defeated
enly by the master of & single craft.' This
means that we should not be occupied with
diverse aims and goals, but with one clear
goal only. We do not perform mitzvos in
bulk, The Mishna teaches that when the
rightegus act as individuals rather than in
unison, it brings ne good to them and ne
good to the world. Unity of action among the
righteous is good for them and correspond-
ingly good for the world. The individual
who acts for himself onty has no strength
and accomplishes little, the community has
a natural advantage over the individual, [n
the natural scheme of things, whatever bur-

Agudath Israel

“f whoe ‘hides' in the ﬂ.ai.@ of pur-
=d when the pursuers cry, nm.wnr ﬁ.rm
raises his voice and adds his cries
25 'Catch the thief!” So tao does the
il eperate among us, advising us rms,
Bt:the Evil One with zll the cuaning
“5 the world, 50 long as Torah is u.uoﬁ
% and taught, For Torah m::.&. is like
ng coals heaped on Satan's head..
» of all the anxieties and prablems
.4 in the means, we forget the ends.
2 holy Chofetz Chaim of biessed me-
Sxplained the words of our forefather
f sojourned with Laban and I mﬂ not
from his evil deeds.' Jacob was &mmﬁ‘
£ in himself for net having achieved
eights in goodness as laban had
Hed in wickedness. We must nmnm?._mw
he evil behavior of Laban's &mﬂu_mm
er to learn how to attain the heights of
hus behavior.
¢ see that the programs of all the par-
fire mainly secuiar, and their attention is
v given ta spiritual destruction and the
tmination of atheism. In the same way,
ith the same zeal, must we give our
ion chiefly to spiritual work, to spread
disseminate the knowledge of Torah
verence for G-d. Those who rejoice at
rmnnmmmmm of the pious in secular matters
tld be told the story of the Famous
Sral who was victarious in a battle .Em:
ihis soidiers dead on the battlefield.
tn ke was congratulated on his victary,
emarked, ‘One more such victory and we
lost.’
Successes in secular fields are very ex-
sive, because they are gained at the
pense of the spiritual. The energy spent on
secular battlefields would have achieved
ter results if it had been spent on the
ititual front.” .
6 a letter to Agudah activisis, he reiter-
ed his exhortations to all pious Jews to
ark for the common good of Judaism.

den a person can carry, he can carryg
times 25 much if he shares the Joa

another, This is true in the realm of the|
itual as well. With the public particip:
great spiritual uplifting can be accom;
ed. Individuals who perform the mj
singly cannot be compared to the man

perform the mitzvos together. A unite
lic sanctifies the name of the A-might

DM INTY — PR 4737 1INE SN e
N MR 15— wrapn
RAY YISROEL MEIR KAGAN — (Chofetz Ghalm}
"The most important of all principles
the work of an arganization of pious Je
must be the effort to spread the learning
Torah among Jews. But what do we &
instead?.., We make the irrelevant the ce
tral point and push the essential point asi
We become so preoccupied with the 100
needed to implement the mitzvos that w
never achieve the mitzvos themseives,
“The introduction to the work Choy
Adom relates the story of the man w
needed a garment, Requiring a needle to se
the garment, he embarked on a study of ne
dle making and was so busy all his li
learning how to make a needle that he die
without the garment. In the same mann
we busy ourselves with irrelevancies an
minor matters and remain devoid of Tora
The Satan leads us on blindly, like the fieed

“The real reason for this spiritual plague
of secularism is the spiritual weakening of
hie children of Israel by non-religious educa-
on. In America among the jews who call
themseives Orthodox the education is im-
iows and even irreligious, since all the reli-
dlous schools teach Jewish history in the
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well-known German fashion which is athe~
istic, and most of the teachers in these reli-
gious schools are irreligious. Even 5.:5
yeshivos there is an atheistic spirit singe
they teach fewish culture and the teachers of
this 'science’ and the Orthodox rabbis nat
only do not protest this atheistic teaching,
they praise it inordinately. In such a m=_.._m.
tion it is hard to perceive an enduring
growth... But we must not despair...

“We see this before our eyes today. We
see people who persevered in the face of dif-
ficelty and work with self-sacrifice for .Em
sake of G-d and they have His protection
and are successful. They should resirict
their endeavors to the field of education
alone, and even hers they should seek not
quantity but quality. If they succeed in
founding only one Bais Yaakov scheol for
100 girls in holiness and purity, they souid
not treal this lightly: a little dispels much
darkness... The same holds true for the
boys' education, But should they gmnEm.S
widen their spheres of endeavor into social
service and politics, all will be lost. Rambam
says, In all my life { was never mmmmmg.m
except by the master of a single craft.’ I will
mention the words of the holy Gaon of Vilna
who told Rabbi Yoel of Amchislav, 'If you
are stubborn, you will succeed.'
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Full investigation planned
Americans vow

to Jocate ‘missing
Yemenite children’

Ey LEV BEEARFIELD We'l start ratsing funds. The
c Jerusalem Post Reporter e met here agree [srae) has n.uﬂuﬂm
Ceavinced 1hat the aulhorithes 1o i45 feet (oo keag, (73 time for imicrna-
thia country du sat want ta uncaver  Lional pressure,™
_..n_qw__..am.-..«.&:s:!ma_an Yeme- Grama maintained that the dull
e chikdren, (2 Broup of American  Stery harbeem suppressed for patitic.
._usw.n.,_.._.ﬂ._i.,_.o:.—ﬁ...a VYawsdig M frawmt. “The people qn..w..r;r
a.an._.._.;._.aa:a._!.zwsm:ra..u were officialt of Mapad, which of
seek n.-angan.ﬁ.!.xa nd o fourse waa the forerusner of thy
e a vaciely s{other tactierio Vgetto  AMgnmen i N
_....n va.n.o.: of ihe scandal ance and  mesd of 1k politicar Fum isn’t
-_”_..h_u. mu_omki_ T aM Investiparion,
issue Involves severat b “Bul et Knewsel tiembers
SlIsaring of Yemenite: formey 1poke with suggested thal with <
Erau Likud peirme minisitr, sece might be
o 194,50, Dupes more Intecest naw in reopening the
of cancern for their health and b
Grama, who was bom In the 115,
trandiog. O Yemealle parents who had emi
diers from families Tn (he immigran,  §73%€3 f106 Jeeusalem In Ihr 1926,
transit cumps aad teansferred phem KA (N1 1he previcar
1o hespilals, kibbutzim, sdoption 34T Iolo iR fate af ine
usencics snd relfgious organicstions, IR I91aly inadequate,
Tha! cormmission devided that
e e m..u .._E.._u_s..a of arsung 22
a L1 rn couldn® '
Oer 300 of the chitéren had dicd, 3 3300, *Thr e by aﬁae_nmn._m_.h.m.;»
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M SS (Five Thousand

Dollars) Reward

for the person who arranges an interview

with any man or woman of the Yemenite “Disappeared”

Maore than 500 {five hundred) Yemenite
Jewish children disappeared between (949-

© 1953 when tens of thousands of Yemenite
Jews were brought 10 the “Promised Land",

Though all were declared dead, none of
the bodies sere returned lo the parents for
buriaf,

Nune of the Yemenie parents believes
dead. The Torah teaches us that
there is u Heavenly decree that n dead
pemon be forgotten afier 12 months and
muourning each then,

But o living person iy not forgoten and
mourning for him never ends.

These parents cali Liwdr children “The
Disappeared.™

This took place not in Syria, nor i Iran;
not in frag, nor in Yemen. Ii took placein

- the state called Israel,

They believe thar their children were
kidnapped by Ivaeli govesament workers,
with the connivance of the iraehi govern-
menl. and givea up or sold for adoption.

Currupt  ufficials  foreshadowed  this
iragedy. They stole the Yemenites® jewelry
and antiques even before they ever reached
the Promised Land, while in Aden, wasting [or
the Skymasters |o lake them on the so-called
"Cperation Magic Carpet”, Those who
arrived were the locky ones,

Thousands of these Jews, who were mis-
led. died from bunger and neglect beflore ever
making it lo she aw sirip in Aden, and are
buried along the hundreds of miles they had o
walk,

And the worst was ve! lo come, Tens of
thousands of these itnmigranis’ children
were forcibly forn from their religions
rogls. Youths whose innocence and pure
refigious sentiment was a poelic joy to
behold were turned info criminals and
street walkers.

The parents of “the disappeared” have
finally received some media coverage, and

For details of gevernment investigations i date

see Genotide in the Holy Land (576 pages)

now the zionist estabtishment wanis 10 divert
attention from this kidnapping scandal being
reporied in the [sraeli Press, The government
is fabricating pernicious innuendos, Aoods of
distortions, and masses of vnvarnished lies
that Jews st remaining in *Arab Lands" are
being persecuted.

Thank G-d it i not true.

Most Jews now residing in Islamic
tands are much betéer off spirvitually and
mafterially than they would be if they lfeft.
And these who are presently in the Zionist
state would have been better off materiatly
as well, if they had remained in their
naiive couniries.

The nazi hunlers have offered hundreds of
thousands of dellars io bounty for bringing 10
bay the likes of Josef Mengele — men in their
late 70's or early 80 — for the sake of
bringing them 10 justice.

We are sesking young people in the prime
of fife. And our goal 100 &5 justice — the justice
of granting agicg parents their hope and
praysr — to see their own children again
before they die.

We cannot afford hundreds of thous-
ands of doilars. Aware however that
incentive is necessary we are offering
£5,000.

Tt is time for Jews the world over Lo recog-
nize that the Zionist policy of “normal-
izing the Jewish people” has led to the
physical kidnapping of 300 Yemenite
children whose parenis mourning has never
ended.

1f you are in a posilion 10 help us defray the
cost of this ad of have any knowledge of the
whereabouls of these children please write to:

Neturei Karta of L5.A.
G.P.O.B. 2143
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11202
In Europe to Neturei Karta

P.O.B. 381 London ES

or la Neturei Karta
P.Q.8. 5053 Jerusalem




NETURE! KARTA oF Usa
G. P. O, BOX 022143
Brookiyn Ny, 1 1202.0045

Addrags

Neturei Karta
P.O.BOX 351
London, E5 United Kingdom
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”. :Ioszo_amamo;n_oﬂ: {sworsethan he who kifls him.” Medrask Rabbah, Pipcp

and under the fands of the

ing killed, The Nazis severed

ir children in this world and the Zienists want to

separate them in this world and the World to coma. The Zionists are the
most dangerons enamies of the Jewish people”

by sending $8.96 (postage
prepaid) ta:
NETUREIKARTA OF 1.5 4, P-0. BOX 351
G.PO.B. 2143 LONDON E59AY

Brookiyn, N.Y, 11202

You can still order bagk copies of the materiol never before printed no_._nmﬂa..:m
Jewish Guordian Jor One Doliar each plus  zionism and the Zloriist stote, along E_h.r
37¢ each for pastage. Only issues T, 3, 4, many articles by the most smm_ozm Rabbis
567 89 10 and 11 are available in that were transtated 1o english for the first
valume rumber one. Ang only issues 2, lime.
through 10 ore evailable in voiume number Due to rising Printing costs we are
two. Some issues are in very short supply forced to raise our subscription price to
and will be maiied on a first come first  35.00 per year, Any subscribar missing an
serve basis. issue should please inform us and we will
The Jewish Guardian Ras @ wedlth of Iy 1o rectify the error as soon as possitle.

NETUREI XARTA OF UU.8.A. Neturei Karta
P.O.BOX 2143 P.O.BOX 351
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