A Slave who becomes King

A Maid Who Inherits Her Mistress
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The above verses from  Mishlei
{Proverbs) are in place when we wish to
characterize our present situation. We are
at a tremendous Joss in true great leaders
for our people. And many of those that
claim for themselves the title of Rav or
Rebbe mislead and misdirect our peopie
with false teachings and give homor fo
those that are the greatest desecrators of
the Almi hty's name in the world. We
are " obligated according to cur Holy
Torah to publicize these wicked anes and
their -wicked actions and @il those that

would want to join them if for money or

supposed honor or for belie they are
doing something good. [t is for this reason
that we deem it important both to expose
the likes of Menashe Klein who calls
himsef the Rabbi of Ungvar and was
instrymental in desecrating the Holy One’s
Name before the entire world by jeining in
photo oppartunities with an athiest and
renegade the likes of whom the dJewish
people have not had for generations.
Someone whom the Satan in the garb of
the Mobel Prize honored .A wicked
scoundrel whose writings and speeches
are the most blasphemous. Elie Wiesel a
hoodlum and drunkard s his ‘friend’ his
‘quide’ his ‘teacher’.

Mention must also be made concerming
the newly found authority to say ‘Kinosg'
lamentations for the Holocaust. Everyone
is in on the Molocaust remembrance. In
- this issue we bring the letters of the
Sainted Chazen Ish of blessed memory

volume 5
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concerning such new additions fo our
prayers and to our befiefs, The Chazon
Ish makes it perfectly clear that who are
we to establish new customs of any kind
and especially in regards to the tragedy of
European Jewry. He exclaims that for our
pitiful generation it is best to keep our
mouths shut in regards to the catastrophe
that befell European Jewry. That cur main
obligation and only duty is to repent and
to know that" because of our sing ",

We appeal fo the Yeshiva and Bais
Yackov students and to all orthodox




dewry not to allow themselves io be

mislead by the Kinos sayers and

Helocaust Remembrance organizers. If
‘kinos' is to be said it should be said for
the muititudes of religious observant Jews
and thousands of Children that were
wiped out spiritually by the State of Israel’
and by the Zionists, These 'kinos' are
available and are more appropriate to say
on Tisha Ba’Av.

Not to be wmislead by all the Holocaust
literature being peddled in all the stores
with a garb of Agudah or a nice jacket
design  from Art  Scroll ‘Mesorah'
publications that ail have more than just a
smell of Zionmism in them.

To follow in the footsteps of the Chazen
Ish and all the truly great leaders of our
people  who kept away from all
desecrators of our Holy Torah . To follow
the teachings of Rabenu Yonah of Girundi
to expose the athiests and desecrators of
our Tarah and not o give them honer in
any way for any reason whatspever.

And in their merit may we merit to see
the revelation of the Almighty’s Haenor on
us ali AMEN

Now let us review E! ie Wiese! and see if he
fits the above description. Even though it is
definitely questionable if we may at all print
any of his atheism in our journal we will try to
timit his atheism to the smallest possible
degree,

A) In all his specches, he mentions he
Almighiy’s name ironically and in a
derogatory manner., Every year his speeches
are printed in a host of tewspapers for
everyone Lo sce. No one denies this fact, We
will just bring a sample of his atheism quoted
in an exhibit on the Holocaust titted ' Faces of

a Slavghtered People.™

"Did he know, this smatl boy with his
frightened face and eyes, did he know that he
was betrayed by G-d and man alike?”

What is this,

if not apikorsus. minus and
thus atheism?

‘Whoever believes in G-d and his Torah,
knows why there was a Holocaust, The
Talmud in Gittin relates a story about a small
Jewish boy who was captive in a Roman
dungeen and when a rabbi heard the child was
in prisom, he passed by and yelled in, *Who

gave Jacob for spails, [sracl to plunder, ang
the child yetled back, ‘The Aimighty did fo
we sinned against Him and we did not BO iy
the righteous paih!”

This was the answer of a child 10 th
Romans' destruction of the Second Temple
and the Talmud and Medrash relace many
instances of self-sacrifice and martyrdom fo

the sake of the Almighty, many on the pari g
little boys and gizls.

B} President Carter dectared April 28 and
29th '79 as Days of Remembranace of Victimg
of the Holocaust. For teasons beyond our
comprehension he appointed the atheist Elie
Wicsel as chairman of the Presidesitial
Commissior on the Holocaust.

Or April 29, *79, the President and Vice]
President spoke together with Wiesel in thd
Capitol Rotundz in commemoration of the
Holocaust. These remarks
reprinted in beoklet form.

This ts whart atheist Elie Wiesel had to say.

were  later]

Allow me to tell you a story.
Once upon a time, faraway,
somewhere in  the Carpathian
mountains, there lived a smalt boy,
a Jewish boy, whose dreams were
filled with G-d, prayer and song.

Treblinka and Ponar,
Auschwitz and Babi-Yar,
Majdanek .and Blezec:  What

happened? Did creation go mad?
Did G-d cover his face? Did the
Creator turn against his creation?
Did the G-d of Israel turn against
his creation?

We didn’t know, we stil! don't.
How can anyone explain evit of
such magnitude? How can anyone
comprehend so”much pain and
anguish? One cannot conceive of
Auschwitz with or without G-d.

C) Atheist Wiesel -printed many
books. Al of them are without fail, according
to the Torah, apikorsus and full of minus. We
will just mention titles of two of atheist:
Wiesel's books. One is titled “*The Madness of’
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G-d". (We deleled the "o’ bevween the G and
e D) Another gem of bis fust printed last
year is "The Trialol G-d." {Again, we deleted
1he "0") An advertisement in the N.Y. Times
had this o say about the book:
The Theatre of Elle Wiesel
it #s Purim. Thyee players hwo

nave lost their way wander into an

inn. To their horrar they discover

Lhey are in Shamgored, the site of a

recent pogrom. The only twa Jews

left are the innkeeper, 2

withdrawn, embitteced man, and

his daughter wha has been raped

and toriured, Egged on by the

innkeeper, they agrec to stage, not

the Lraditional Purimschpiel, but 2

maosk teiat of G- lor allowing such

things 10 happen to His children -a

theme that enables Efic Wisel 10

pursus with ireny, wit, (eeling, and

a strong sense of theatre, the

concerns that are central to all his
wriling.

What i a1l this il nat blatant apikorsus

minus and albeism?

prize Winner

 Nobel Peace

@ ZALMAN—OR THE MADNESS OF G-D An intense drama
setin 2 smail synagogue in the Soviet Union. Adetermined beadle
urges his reluctant Rabbi ta ¢ry out against the oppréssion af the
ragime ang the silence of the world.

AVAILABLENOW, .oovviriiiemieirnannanr Order No. B52

B THETRIAL OF G-D I a smali Ukrainian village in 1649, 2

N P . , an
_.ﬂ_amue, who wm a survivar of a pogrom places n.w_ on brial. The
Judges are wandering minstrels, G-d's defender i i
Mg or or i a mysterious
AVAILABLE NOW.

+.Order No, B55
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The Iraqi Jews

In the previous issue of the Jewish Guardian, we discussed in an article about Iraqui Jewry

WP T AMSY 5P
and iheir disintegration as a community through the secular forces of the Alliance [sraelite

,0%% Yo rnb DWIR 12 D LAvRI IR MaPEnw Saowa nvns nwsn
nn = s91% BT NTHR ,37N O3 A3 oM N e nony 1oy Universelle and Fionism. We had written about the bombings of synagogues in Baghdad that
I had frightened the Jews into leaving and also written about the transfer schemes proposed

TIRY D 3 " . s
B0 TR AT IR WETE MY 17INT LPUDRN R 13113 KBR by the Zionists at the time to exchange the Palestinians in Palestine for the Jews oflrag. A
book has just been published based on recently released archive documents and 2

JSPYIRY BRAR M2 oosb omnb uxue omman pIted
b (@YY P 1Y > . ealth of other information unavailable to us at the time of writing. The book is by Abbas
. PR 1AM TIDT BARY DTVUR YT u._.._u_u nIyan oyy hobp  [Shiblek and titled THE LURE OF ZION , The Case 0f The lraqni Jews , published by Al
M9 oeEbAY DUTORTM Y TTION MAKS PYINa Saci Books 26 Westbourne Grove , Londen ,U.K.
P WP n._wu._m.u_n_ R The Lure of Zion begins with a description of the Jews of Irag, 1t then focuses on the

ey N [ ur A
1 WP TR 7Y WD MO IR AW MITIA bxwr Y990 Y Jwrgeritical years of the late forties, when deep rifts began to appear in Iraqui society. Ina final
chapter , Shiblak provides a sober analysis of the events that finally led to the mass exadus

M3T N2 WRH NTITT MR 73 0R Y9 R oM 0w S%nen we
a1 YT hv RN ” " ot Jews from Iraq, and corraborates our article. We will deal with his newly released book at
1 ' i 013 T3 3307 “AM3NI” 131 i R Py RTy o 2 later date, but we do want our readers to sae one very importani excerpt from pages 121

k)
PERn 92 DRy OpUhOD ATRID VIR AR mpsbie Sw Dy Aeepgjand 122 Following is a repreduction from those two pages, it should give some more food
for thought to those individuals who believe their donations to the UJA and other Zionist and

JomeTa A panh e ow
1 * 1 7 WwRY 2R AT \sraeli charities are for humanitarian cancerns and that the ingathered exiles were refugees

in need of a home 2nd couniry.
This opinion was later endorsed by Wilbur Grane Eveland, 2

former adviscr to the us Cencral fneeiligence Agency (€14)
who was in Baghdad at the time. In his account of the bomb
attacks, Eveland gave an insight into the positions taken by the
Iragi Jewish community, the Zionists, and the State Depariment.
He wrote in his book Ropes of Sand (3580}
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Just after 1 acrived in Baghdad, an Israchi citizen had been
recognized . . . his interrogation led to the discovery of
fifteen acms caches brought inte Irag by the underground
Zionist movement.

... In an attempt to poztray the [ragis as anti-American
and to tecrorize the Jews, the Zionists planted bombs in the
us Information Service Library and synagogues, and soon
Jeaflets began to appear urging Jews 1o flec to [srael, Embar-
rassed, the Iragi govermmient launched a Bullscale investigation,
and shared its findings with our Embassy.

Iraqi Chicf Rabbi Jassoon Whedouri freguently came {0 see
us at the Embassy. He was urging his people to be calm and
remain, remembering thac they were nacive lragis fest and
that Judaism was only their rehigion, which they could prac-
tice freely as always. In spitc of our constant reports thac the
sication in lrag was exaggersted and artificially inflamed
from without, the State Department urged us to intervenc
with the govemmens to facilicate an air-lift that the Zionists
were organizing to ‘rescuc’ ragl Jews. ... Although the
fragi police later provided our Embassy with evidence to
show that the synagogue and the library bombing, as well a8
the anti-Jewish and anti-Ametican leafler campaign, had been

the wark of an underground Zionist organization, most of
the world belicved reports that Arab terrorism had motivated
the Right of Iragi Jews, whom the Zionists had ‘rescund’
really just in order to increase the Isracli Jewish poputation.

... (pp. 48-9).
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Agudath Israel

It has often been said that imitation is the
highest form of flattery. But there are in-
stances when the logical extension of this
truism results in beth the imitation and the
flattery being used for dubious purposes at
best,

Such a case has, over the past several
years, been perfectly typified by the Agu-
dath [srael. Tragically, the leading lights of
the Agudah already have been as ciose as
possible to the ultimate goal and achieve-
ment Jewish men can attain: the acquisition
of the Torah way. But, just as they have
come 50 near, they have indeed fallen away
so far,

And what is their reason? Greed! Greed
for power, greed for money and greed for
those materialistic gains so untypical of the
life prescribed for a religious jew.

It iz oot that the Agudak and its leaders
don't know better. if they were ignoramuses
in the ways of G-d, it could not be excused,
but at least it could be explained and under-
stoad.

But these are men who have learned and
who have bragged that they have learned!
These are men whe have been close to
leading gedolim of the past and present and
have arrogantly trumpeted that fact all over
the Jewish world. Yes, these are men who
should have known better, who kave no
excuse, or ratienale oc justificaton in slight-
est part for their behavior!

And what actually is it that Agudah lead-
ers have been doing that have opened them
up to such well-deserved criticism? These
are, sadly, many areas, but let us examine
just a few of them here:

Some of the great Agudists of the past
would turn over in their proverbial graves if
they had the chance to fully encounter and
comprehend modern-day Agudath Israel be-
havior in Eretz Yistoel. In the first place,
they have willingly and consciously con-
sorted with the lowliest of Zionist atheists
for their own personal gain. They hypocriti-
cally give lip service to Torah world criti-
cism of the immerality and anti-Torah be-
havior found in the Israel Defense Forces.
yet they permit some of their young men to
serve in that disgraceful institution. They
maintain that, unlike other politicians, they
do not seek or accept Cabinet posts in pay-

 ver and opportunities for self enrichment

ment for their votes in support of the curnd would any Cabinet post. They assert Emﬁ
ey have not and would not compromise

“government”, but they slyly m: th
g SY 8 Y7y manguver the ir Torah ideals, but they have virtually

selves inte Knesset committee chairmag®¥ ; ) .
ships that often give them as much or mg neinto alliance with the Satan, fiimself, to
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The Agudajnd “Me-Too”

In its mad rush for the power aje Referm movement’s Batfour Brickner
money it believes it wilt attain by coopedgd a seductive actress whom we are better
ting fully with the Zionists and othgf not even naming. Never mind that the
forces of secularism and atheism, thgudah is the first to criticize other “Ortho-
Agudath israel has adopted the wltimax organizations for sitting together with
“me-tog” attitude in everything.  form and Conservative groups [as per the

If lying and deception works for othegeta of several gedolim). When a “heter” is
in atlaining big bucks and big influendgeded for Moshe Sherer to consert with
the Agndah plays the role of the perfeglfour Brickner (to say nothing of the act-
copy-cat; believing that that is the wagss). 3 heter will be foundt With Brickner,
for it to behave, as well. ¥ 1 Reform and the actress, the Agudah &
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m For many years, Agudsh adherents %ind that there was some gain by sitting on

2 Frelz Yisroel worked hard to keep milgis “holocausl commission”. What, there-

% tary age yeshiva boys out of the arniyre, must the Agudath Israel's reaction

# there. AVE to be? Why, “me-too", of course!

% Bul now, however, we are in a new aggAnd then there is the question of college. &

#.0f the gedolim whom the Agudah profes-
+ 1o follow have condemned college, Some-
w, we think that that means for EVERY- ;
DY, not just for the plebians and the rank 7
¢ file. But, again, the Agudah, and eve

When the New York times printed
article that noted that Agudath Isr
boys don't go in to the army, the Ag
«dah’s “political section” couldn’t run fas
‘enough 1o the times to demand a "correg n
£ tion”, in order that its rich, Zionist friendg™me of its leading lights, have discovered
% not be led into believing that the mmﬂn_w re is something to gain with a college
opposes army service. If service in thganection. Why, it might even pay to have
army for its young men {5 what will Hicollege man sitting on the Moelzes Gedolei
necessary to acquire some Zionist dollar; aTorah! That seems to be what is in the
% then the Agudath Tsrael's response haorks, as the man whom Moshe Sherer is
now become, “me-too™ parently grooming for the next Moetzes
The whole story of the acceptance intig3t 18 Rabbi Perlow of Novominsk, 2 goed
Ear{ of whose “credentiais” feature his time
bent attending a university. Totally ignor-
g its past policies, as usual, the Agudah's
aw motto in regard to college is, “me-too”
Lest ane think that the Agudah has no
efl; 50 its newest policy on the Ethopia :.E of its own anymore and is incapable of
‘JTewish" "’ ques: sisting a “me-too” response at every turn,
tion is. "me-too"! e Em_m to point aut that there is one area in
An American Jewish pundit, noting the hich the Agudah is completely innocent.
large-scale commerciatism surrounding a5, Ve it comes to jeining those who stand %
thing having to do with the holocausi, ofiP for Torah truths and shun hypocrisy,
declared, “there's no Business like shodower-hungry ambitien and flat-out greed,

EA

ki

7 Eretz Yisrcel of a large influx of Ethig
% pian “Jews" is ansther sorry tale of poli
tics, intrigue, duplicity and greed. But thi
gudah sniffed in the air that there migh}
e some money to be made in this field, ag

TEE R
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m business"t The Agudah found out ab = Agudah iz no copy-cat. 1t is this field in
% that, too, so it sent its biggest "leaders” to hich we have yet to see the Agudah defiant-
# on holocaust commissiens with the Like: proclaim, “me-too"!

win morve Israeli government financial sup-
port for their school system (Chinuch
Atzmai).

This, however, is far from all. While theze
are, admittedly, few things that a seif-pro-
claimed practicing Jew can do that is lower
than selling out to atheists in & brazen
display of fraud and deception, we can think
of at least one lowerevel to which one can
yet sink, to wit:

To do something seriously wreng is bad
enough, hut, when given "mussar” about it,
to try to hide it, justify it and worst of all, to
villify the preacher of good influence, is
truly as low a plateau as just about anyone
can stoop to.

Yet, this is exactly what has happened
with the Agudath Israel many times.

The Agudah's involvement in one sorcy
episode began after one of the Neturei Kar-
ta's advertisements appeared in the New
York Times a few years ago. It had long
been the policy of the Neturei Karta to
spread its pro-Torah, anti-Zionist messages
in forums such as the Times for several
reasons.

To begin with, an overwhelmingly large
percentage of the so-called Jewish intelli-
gentsia read the Times, as apposed 1o, say.
the Jewish Observer or Jewish Press. Second-
ly, there are serious questions as to whether
precious money should be used to support
the editorial activities of such Zionist-loving
“Jewish" pubiications. And, finally, contrary
to their pious endorsements of freedom of
the press, it is doubtful if these publications
would give an equal opportunity for Neturei
Karta to be keard (through article or adver-
tisement) in the first place.

For these reasons, and many more, we
periedically attempt to use the columns of
the Times to educate the world as to the true
position of our Gedelei Tarah throughout
the centuries about the evils of medern
Zionism, And the response from the public
at large has often justified cur choice of
media.

In the particular advertisement under dis-
cussion, we were generous enough to quote
the Agudath Israel, itself, in certain specific
areas. Just because some Agudah leaders,
taday, have lost sight of some of the great
ideals upon which the Agudath Israel was
founded three-quarters of a century age
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doesn't mean that we should ignore thoss

Agudah activisis of the past whose views

were the correct ones.

In one instance, in speaking about the
horrible crimes perpetrated upon [ewish
youngsters by the Zionists during World
War II, one Agudath Israel organization was
praperly quoted as refesring o the Zionists
as “the most dangerous enemies of the Jew-
ish people™

Unfortunately, throughout the succeeding
decades, the Agudath Israel has, for politic-
ally convenient purpeses, reireated from the
position so well symbolized by that quote.
The real tragedy is that, so often recently,
the Agudah has moved farther and farther
from the Torah truth and, ironically, when
we try to find some merit in the Agudah by
quoting its far more glorious past, it not enly
denies it, but attacks us for saying so!

Not onty that, but the Agudsh then gave
further teeth to its modern venom by com-
plaining to the Times that the quote was
inaccurate, wrong, out of context, ete. Here
we have a clear instance of the Agudah's
desire to cuddle up with its Zionist friends
by making Torah-true Jews look bad in the
eyes of the non-religious and non-Jewish

world. And they complain when WE adver-
tise in the Times! Our complzint, at teast, is
with atheism and its proponents, mostly in
the form of Zionists! But the Agudah stoops
far lower! To protect its left-wing flark, it
will crucify the guardians of Torah in front
of the whole warld! .

Ta its eredit, the New York Times rejected
the heavy pressure braught to bear by the
Agudah for free space to discredit us. The
Times knew a fraudulent argument when it
spatted one and refused to conspire with the
Agudah 1o perpetrate a lie. Not content with

_having to learn n:..w...m and horesty from
those outside of the Torah world, the Agu-
dah refused to give up! After all, how should
all of this look to its Zionist friends?

Within the context of the Agudak's cur-
rent policies of compromise and sell-out, we
can well understand why a quotation that
adheres to unsullied Toreh policy waould
make the Agudah feel uncomfortable. Of
course it embarrassed the Agudah in the
company of its Zionist cohorts. Nabody
wants to be reminded of his past ideals
when he is making modern political deals.
And he certainly doesn't want his new
“friends” to be thusty reminded.

That, however, is not our problem We
merely trying to quote all of those nok
individuals and groups who have come!
the proper conclusion about the Zionists

We are resalved to stand firm wh
groups like the modern Agudah seek greed
pastures in political expediency. To sh
how much such revelations meant o t
modern Agudah, to amply demonstrate hg
much was at stake, the Agudah felt coemp
led to not merely stop at being rebuffed
the New Yark Times. In its desperation
preclude being frozen out by its new
won Zionist friends, the Agudah ran to t

by the United Jewish Appeal (UJA), to ses
the latter’s help in fighting the forces
Torah. The Agudah hoodwinked the Jewi
Week into believing that it never reaily s
such things and that the Neturei Karta wa
only trying fo cause malicious friction
even got the Jewish Week to publish a whal
article about its frustration with the Tima
all the while telling its own untruths in
smear campaign against the Neturei Kart
But what does the Agudah care? It is afte
far bigger fish than truik and Torah. It i
after money! Lots of it! The Zionist estal
lishment has had any more years of frau
and deception in which to acoumulate grea
funds and the agudah recognized a “Pro

when it sees one. The Agudath Israel has]

fallen so low that it now takes lessons fro
the Zionists on corrupt methods of acquiring
meney, and the rest of the world [including]
the TORAH world} be hanged!

The Neturei Karta was not hurt material-
ly, oc in any other way, for that matter, by
the Agudal's despicable series of actions in
reaction te our ads. But, from a strictly
idealistic and concerned vantage point, the
Neturei Karta feels that this episade of Agu-
dath Israel duplicity shauld be broaght to
the attention of clear-thinking Torah Jews
everywhere.

The lessons for Torah Jewry are fright-
fully clear:

BEWARE of the effects Zionism has on all
who come near it, even those heirs of a great
tradition of Torah,

BEWARE of those who purport 1o repre-
sent Jewry and its ideals, while selling their

+souls.o the highest bidder!

. BEWARE the warm smile, the sweet talk
and the attractive “face” put on by those
who would drag us down with them: -

aghreb—the island of the west—
=wmm§9mﬂ part of Northern Africa S&Hr
sludes the present-day countries of Libya,
> hisia, Algerfa, and Moroceo. As the Em_u.m
v it, the Maghzeb was the West, and, it
s a land “island” bounded on the north by
Mediterranean Sea, on the west by the
tlaatic, on the south by the Sahara desert,
nd on the east by more desert from Tripoli
nd Cyrenaica to the Mediterranean,
jews have lived in Maghreb for thou-
nds of years. Jews who had to .Emm :.5
quisition and other persecutions in Spain
r Italy found Northern Africa a haven. In
Lome of the Maghreb's hundreds of Ortho-
1ox Jewish communities great Torah centers
Heveloped: Talmud Torahs and Yeshivos of
the highest caliber flourished there. o

The roots of the Jewish community in
Tunista go back to antiquity. A.E.w jews of
Djerba, an island off the Tunisian coast
claim to have settled there during the reign
of King Solomon. Cyrene, in aam:._ua_.._:m
Libya, is known to have had 2 flourishing
Jewish community during the Second Temn-~
ple period. Several sages of the Taimud—
bhi Chona of Carthage, Rabbi Abba,
Rabbi Yitzchok—were natives of Carthage
on the Tunisian coast, Several Jewish com-
munities are known to have existed there
under the Roman and Byzantine rulers. After
the Arab conquest Kairwan developed into
a Torah community. Tunis foilowed.

Today only Djerba remains. )

The ence numerous and vital Jewish com-
munities of Morocco, Algeria, Libya, and
Tunisia have disappeared. They succumbed
during the past century to the assimilating
temptations of French culture m_..a. more
recently, to the pressures of Bmm_.mrom” Only
the two Tunisian communities on the island
of Djerba succeeded in maintaining m.:n rap-
roducing their religious and secial institu-
11ons, in adjusting to the new realities around
tHem while preserving intact their cultural
2 communal identity.

“How and why were they alone able to
‘rpgfst hoth assimilation and migration? How

|

The Rise and Fall of The Jews of Djerba and Tunis

Part Four of a series.

and why are they so fully jewish Er.zm. at
the same time, nearby Tunis, the capital of
Tunisia, is a paradigm of Jewish accultura-
tion and assimilation.

The roots of the L.mE_.m.:
community in Tunisia go
back to antiguity.

e e e e e e e e

Jews who had to flee
the Inquisition and other
persecutions in  Spain..
found Northern Africa a

haven.

Vigorous Education Policy
Underpinning the entire communal struc-
ture of Djerban Jewry is a comprehensive
educational sysiem which has mcdm _Bn.,a
than simply ensure the noBE:E.E.m in-
structional needs. [t integrates EEME it the
values that have given the community the
strength to resist outside Fm:.m:nm and to
maintain itself. From its inceplion it served
as the foundation of many other nan-educa-
tional aspects of the community's structure
and values. For the Jewish male population
of Dierba, the traditional system of m&.ﬁm”.
tion is both universal and nchz“m.oS... until
very recently it was also mxnmmm:\m of all
others. It was the only one w:m._mdwm.:._ the
young males. This system of :wm_:o.:m_
instruction (Bible, Tatmud, ch.&:mﬂwﬂmm.
Religious Law) occupied every eligible young
man for an average of ten years of his life
petween the age of four and fourteen for
twelve hours a day, every day of the year
except for Sabbaths and hely days. Both ﬁ.wm
content of the educational system and its
fierce exclusivity developed as part of a

i5




vigorous opposition to the various attempts
from external sources to introduce modern
western-oriented schools into the commun-
ity, and resuited in the establishment of an
educational system under exclusive indi-
genous control. This exclusivity was ulti-
mately breached, and then only partially, in
very recent years. The educational policy of
the Djerban Jewish community is mors than
any other single factar responsible for its
remarkable survival and cultural integrity.
In 1894 or 1895, on the initiative of Rabbi
Moshe Khalfon Hacohern {1874-1950}, who
was later {0 become the most influential
rabbinic figure of Djerban Judaism, a fund to
supperd the study of the Torah was inavgu-
rated in Djerba. Its announced aim was “to
spread and strengthen the study of the Tarah
H”q_ Djerba” by making such study accessibie
to every male chiid in the communrity. Most
of the synagogues housed teachers and rab-
bis who offered instruction o youngsters in
return for a weekly fee paid by their parents.
For many poor {amilies, this was a heavy
economic burden; for some it was too heavy.
The new fund undertook to pay the tuition
fees of any and all needy students, to pro-
vide them with books, and to offer subsidies
to their families. As a consequence, it made
16

Jewish religious education universal in
community. The revenues for support of ¢
enterprise derived from several sources.
lection boxes with notices enjoining the co
gregants 1o offer a small sum each day we
placed in the synagogues which were reg
lacly frequented by virtvally afl its adu
males. A group of more weli-lo-do citizen
undertaok to contelbute a fixed weekl§
amount to the fund—a kind of reguiar volus
tary tax. In addition, contributions were so
icited at all festive occasions such as nmw
cumcisions and weddings as well as :
special services, One of the special Sabbatk
of the years, Shabbat Kailah, which pré
cedes the holy days of Shovu'oth, was se
aside for an appeal in all the synagogues o
the island for contributions to this fund, 1

The Or Torah Society

This maode of recruiting students and {i
nancing their studies transformed an educa
tional project.inta a civie enterprise. In
very short time, the fund achieved populal
success and realized its initial goals. Ins 191
it changed its name 1o Or Torch {The Ligh
of the Tarah Society}, expanded its structurd
and broadered and elaborated its program

students presently in Talmud Torah in Hara Kabira.

1t inciuded within its purview an entire
range of communal functions, such as the
education and training of teachers, rabbis,
scribes, ritual slaughterers and Torah read-
“ers for Djerba and for its satellite communi-
ties in South Tunisia. Beyond the minimal
religious training of youngsters from poor
families, it now sought to encourage ad-
vanced study beyond the age of thirteen for
any promising scholars by providing sup-
port, prizes, and incentives to both diligent
students and effective teachers, If a young
man was prepared to continue his religious
iraining until his late teens or ealy iwenties,
and then seek a secular profession, the soci-
ety undertock to subsidize his training and
apprenticeship. In practice, the impact of the
Or Torah Society went far beyond its origi-
nal educational goals. “Spreading and streng-
thening the study of the Torah” became one
of the most effective means of the communi-
ty’s cultural and religious reproduction. It
guaranteed & uniform training for all men,
ensured their {ull participation in religious
activities, gave rise to a stable learned elite,
and provided a pool of trained communal
professionals.
The group dedicated 1o strengthening re-
ligious education integrated many other com-

munity values and concerns, For (Hemis]
years, it integrated the entire etman
within its program. The Jewish
leadership, undermined and chsolstaiig
rest of Tunisia, forcefully maintained®
monopoly ever the local educational systé
in Djerba. It rejegted secular education under
the auspices of the French colonial authori-
ties. The French government schoal, builton
its outskirts, was totally boycotted by the
Jews of Djerba.. Neither the pressure eman-
ating from Jewish notables in Tunis and
from the focal French governor, nor threats
and the use of force—youngsters were pulled
out of their synagogue schools by cavalry-
men and conducted to the French school
while their parents were dragged before
magistrates—were of any aveil. Only a
hardfu! of youths dared attend this public
school.

Every Jewish adult in
Djerba is familiar with the
details of the struggle
against the Alliance.

The religious leadership in Djecha even
more vehemently excluded and suppressed
any effort to introduce secular or foreign
glements into their educational system under
specifically Jewish auspices. The Alliance
Israelite Universelle, was a Paris-based or-
ganization dedicated te "improving” the con-
dition of the Jews of North Africa and the
Levant through medern education and train-
ing. Its educational system was patterned on
the French secular model, and the aim of its
schools was to prepare jewish youngsters
for the "emancipation” already enjoyed by
their coreligionists in Europe, in other words
to “liberate” them from what the emanci-
pated French directors of Allfance consi-
dered “old-fashioned" Judaism, By 1904, the
Alliance had founded several schools in
‘Tunisia without running into much diffi-

culty.




the courtyard af the Talmud Tarah in Hara Kabira..

In Djerba,. however, its representatives
encountered implacable and, as it turned
out, insurmountable resistance. They pro-
posed the establishment of a school exclu-
sively for Jewish children that would respect
traditionai practices and values, that would
teach Hebrew and religion, but that would

of Jerban Rabbis on Jewish customs and
law. ’

Significantly, this ban did not extead to
the proposed government school but only to
the Alliance school intended specifically and
exclusively for Jews. The lafler was clearly
a far greater menace to the integrity of the!
community than the former. To justify their
relentless opposition to an Alliance school in
Djerba, the rabbis constantly pointed to the
eminous pracedent of Tunis, where the in-
treduction of an Alliance-type education for
Jews had fed to a precipitous decline in jew-
ish religious knowledge and, consequently,
in religious observance.

The rejection of the Alliance school repre-
sented a critical choice for the Jews of

Djerba. It marked a turning-peint in their §

history and is viewed as such by them to

this very day. Every Jewish adult in Djerba

is familiar with the details of the struggle

against the Alliance, It is recounted over and

over, and has become part of their folklore

and popular histery because it represents

the formal exclusion from their cultural hori- :
zon of foreigr, nontraditional elements.

By condemning any project of educationat
innovation based on the French model, with-

The rabbis of Djerba,...reacting to the Alliance

menace,  ..proclaimed

excommunication against

a solemn ban of
any member of the

community who collaborated with the Alliance.

also offer instruction in French language and
in general educational subjects, The local
French authorities endersed the project
wholehearledty as did some Jewish families
of Italian origin. The rabbis of Djerba, how-
ever, perceived this propasal as athreat and a
profanation. In response to the challenge of a
French government school, they had declared
a simple boycott, But in reacting to the
Alliance merace, they proclaimed a sclemn
ban of excommunication against any mem-
ber of the community who collaborated with
the Alliance by providing a building for the
proposed scheol or by agreeing to send his
chiidren to be educated ir it. This ban is
canstantly recalled and mentioned in books
18

out foregoing the possibility of innovation
within the confines of their own tradition,
the Djerban Jewish Ulemn attained several
ohiectives. They banished foreign elements
from their immediate environment and
barred contacts which might corrupt the
youth. They avsided the kind of social drain
which occurred in other communities be-
canse of the access to new occupations and
to western-lype schools. They prevented the
exposure of the Djerbans to the corrosive
knowladge that might come via familiarity
with a foreign language and & secular educa- :
tien. In a large measure this strategy was
successful.

In the course of the last century in Djerba

) Yagkov and other works, was a Djerban

;fself nearly 80O volumes of Tarah literature
were published. Djerban authers published

8 more works in other cities. This is an .mEmN-
frgly accurate index of the flourishing of
Torah study in Djerba.

§ On the ather hand, the influence of French
secularism in the city of Tunis was so dev-
astating to Judaism that the Tunisian sages
Found it difficult to concentrate on their stu-

§ dies in view of the ruination taking place

Rbefore their very eyes. Some of the great

3 .abbis could do no more than write in their

{ wills a warning request to their grandchild-
ren not 1o intermarry.

§ Rabbi Yaakov Cohen, author of Me'Hl

scholar who served as chief of the rabbinic
} court in the town of Gaisa in the region of
: Djerba. When Dr. Uziel, headmaster of the
Alliance school in Tunis, visited Djerba to
found such a school there, Rabbi Yaakov
went to the home of the Djecban Chief
Rabhi, Rabbi Sasi Cohen, who was confined
to his home becuase of illness and said in
Axabic, "Dr. Uzel has come lo establish a
schooll” Rabbi Sasi asked, “What did you
say: Azarel has come?" [Azarel is the name
of the ange} of death in the local Arabic dia-
Iect.) Rabbi Yaskov replied, "Yes, my mas-
tert The angel of death to the Torzh has
come t¢ desiroy it, G-d forbid!”

Rabbi Yaakov Cohen confronted Uziel
and demanded bluntly, “How much must
the community pay the Alliance to keep you
from establishing a schooi here?"

Dr. Uziel addressed the community in one
of the local synagogues. He spoke enthusias-
tically aboul the benefits of the Alliance
program and assured his audience that the
children would study Torah and jewish Law
all day tong and would devate only one hour
to secular siudies. By knowing how to read
and write and how to reckon they would be
able te earn a respectable living and not be
dependent on charity.

The peopie, aware of the spiritual havoc
the Alliance had wrought in Tunis, were
vigorously opposed. One of the lay leaders,
Yosef Panas, responded ta Uziel, "I am the
wealthiest man in this community. 1 can
afford to buy up your whole Alliance school
in Tunis. Yet I do nat know haw to read or

How much must the
community pay the
Alliance to keep you from
establishing a school here.

TEEEEEIETOEE!

to write in French. I cannot even sign my
name in French. | never studied in m_,:w_..
metic, yet I do a}l my reckoning in my head.

Rabbi Sejoyar Ashush relates that Yosef -
Panas succeeded where other laymen failed.
They all got invelved in arguments about
the subject, providing reasons that Dr. Uziel
and company rebutted. Panas, however, of-
fered no reasons. He said only, “The rabbis
have forbidden this and have issued a ban of
excommunication on any ore who rents
premises to the schoal or sends his children
there,”

Rabbi Rachamim Chai Chawila writes in
his work, Simchath Cohen:

1 had a copy of a rabbinic consensus that
no Alliance Israelite Universelle schoof may
exis?in Djerba. It was written and signed by
the late great Rabbi Sasi Cohen and in it he
declares that he and the late great Rabbi
Rachamim Chadad composed this procla-
mation with the force of 2 ban of excemamun-
ication. Among its other signers were Rabbi
Yaakov Cohen, Rahhi Yosef Barbi, Rabbi
Tziyon Cohen, Rabbi Khalion Moshe Cohen,
and Rabbi Khamos Chadad.

... And Beyond Alliance

When the Joint Distribution Committee
sought to establish a soccer club, Rabbi
Chawita declared that the above ban includ-




ed and thus prohibited establishing such a
clubs,

n 1849, the Zionist Youth Aliyah wished
t0 take 100 Djerban boys aged 13-16 to
Franee for hachshara prior to bringing them
to Israel. Rabbi Chawita drafted a classic
memorandum to Rabbi Khalfor Mashe Co-
hen describing the hacm implicit in such a
move for the chifdren and for the com-
munity:

1. This would undermine Torah-—particu-
larly Talmud-study since 13 is the dge at
which the boys begin to study Telmud in
depth. These boys will instead be studying
secular subjects—albeit in Hebrew. What
difference is there between this and the ban
of excomumunication issued by the rabbis of
yesteryear prohibiting public end Alfiance
schools in Djerba?

2. Will they remain G-d fearing if edu-
cated in an open society—albeit under the
aegis of Mizrachi? As I understand it, the
Mizrachi is only religious when it comes to
eating kosher and resting on Shabat. Even
that they do as a matter of tradition but not
as an obligation. Worse, they will mix with
European children and learn from them.

3. Regarding the city—this will deplete
the city of Torah, G-d forbid, if they toke 100
children now, end again ard ugain. For such
matters tend to expend, and where will the
Torah be then?

4. A further loss to the city, This will hurt
the girls in our community. If the boys are
taken away whom will the girls marry?
They claim they will take the girls as weil to
France. Althaugh that may be possible else-
where it is not feasible in our city because
the fathers will not aliow their daughters to

remain in another city, especiolly not in’

France in a totally foreign culture.

5. Essentially the whole issue is beside the
point: Since they are trying 1o get families to
immigrate, the aliya of o family will quto-
matically include the children who wiil be
under the supervision of their purents, Sim-
ilarly, if they postpone aliya til the youngs-
ters marry the problems will fade away
since they will then be independent adulis.

He closes his letter to Rabbi Khalfo
Cshen by requesting his careful attention t;
this matter since “the community is noj
aware of all this. We can prevent the prob;
lemn with a short letter or an expianatory
one, for they will surely obey.” ¢

Rabbi Chawita's concern led to the cancel§
lation of Youth Aliyah's plans for Djerbel
Tragically, the nearby town of Sousse a
lowed 27 of its boys and girls ta be taken b
plane to Oslo, Norway, on November 2
1949, The next day the plane crashed, killing
all the children. They were mourned and]
eulogized throughout the region—in Djerb
on Shabat the 26th of November—and thi
put an end to the airlifting of the youth fromg
the entire region.

Rabbi Rachmim Chaj Chavita Hacohen

to be continued in the next issue.

| OUR MASTER REB AMRAM Moreinu Reb Amram

The following ariicle was first printed in the Jewish Guardian volume one issue five ofter Reb Amram Blou pessed

away 15th day of Temuz 5734-974. We are reprinting it
By L Domb
A saint has departed from this earth. Reb

! Amram is no longer with us. He has gone to

rest, for it has been se decreed by the
Almighty, who arranges the stars in their
positions ia the firmament according to His
will—every star in the position allotted to it
in the order of the world. Reb Amram’s
mission has come 1o an end; this star no
longer shines for us; we are left even more
solitary in this great darkness. This veice,
the powerful voice, arouses us no more. The
sound of battle is no longer heard in the
small remaining camp. Jerusalem no longer
raises its voice against its transformation
into an abade of jackals, The whole waorld is
silent and desolate; it no longer resounds
with this voice ringing mightily, that goes
forth from one end of the world to the other:
disturbing, startling, demanding, cxying out
with a great and bitter cry, They all heard
this voice, his few iriends together with his
numerous opponents. He would rise like a
Yon; dominating and prevailing aver them;
casting confusion in their midst; supporting
#nd strengthening weak hands to come and
participate in the continuation of the voice
that goes forth from Mt. Horeb against the
injury inflicted on the Tarah,—Jacab's authen-
tic voice proclaiming the eternity of Israel's
unshakable and immovable haliness.
. Moreiny Reb Amram zl. was one man
against 2 world of darkness and gloom,
‘heresy ard unbalief, and rejection of the
yoke of the Torah—the Jike of which has not.
been from the day of man's appearance oa
earth till this day. Reb Amram had neither 2
public nor assistants, neither buildings nor
establishments, neither money nor backers.
He had only a veice—often joined by no
other voice, Yet he did not cease to precleim
the clear truth flowing from his heart. He
£lbod up and cried out that the Torah was
the raison d'etre of the people of Israel and
m:mﬁ one must not recognize any other con-
tent apart from it—despite the apparant
“existence of other gentile and alien ideolo-
“gies in the guise of “Israel’, despite’its power
which mommentarily seems great and migh-
- 1y, despite its embrace of almost the whole
house of Israel and the firmness of its estab-
‘lishments, Reb Amram atone proclaimed

presently us his I3th Yorhzeit is oporoacking..

Reb Amram in sackcloth on fsroeli independence day. :

that ail this demination was an imposture
and a falsehood that was bound to pass
away and vanish and that kis owa words
and proclamations would endure, because
they were the genuine existence of the peo-
ple of Israel,

He did not tire nor did he cease to call time
and again for complete separation for the
ruling power—from Zionism and from the
Ziomists, from their State and ail its institu-
tions. He warned against any support for
and recognitien of that State and the way of
life of the citizens whose being and existence
derives from it. In order to disassociate from
all of this, he called upon ali to come and join
him in protest against the desecration of the
holy Sabbath, against the desecration of the
entire Torah, against indecency and against
all transgressions that went unnoticed. To
protest against participation in the elections
for Zionist institutions, which many regard-
ed as & commandment, Reb Amram con-
tinued crying out and protesting, publishing
aroclamations and delivering speeches when-
ever a problem arose. Day to day, month to
month, with a strong incessant voice, with




tosalrReb Amram
veii if there were
Pt [hay “were known only in
m=not in the whole city, but enly in
enuatter of the city——and aven there only
in'a small part of it. In a few narrow lanes in
Meah Shearim they vaguely knew that Reb
Ameam had published some praclamation
and would deliver an address, for this had
already become a routine matter and a regu-
lar feature, which séemingly hardly made
any impression. Reb Amram wrole these
proclamations with great concentration on
every single letter and some times imposed
upon himself & voluntary fast, praying that
ng unseemly word or phrase should come
forth from him. He drefted and redrafted
them again and again as if the whole world
will devote close and careful attention to his
words—words which demanded great vig-
ilance, lest, Heaven forbid, an error ooeur,
He sifted them over and over again in erder
to attain the clarity required of the people 1o
hear the words of the Living G-d, the words
of the Sages which are like spurs to keep to
the path of life. At times it seemed that there
werg none to read these words or to be dis-
mayed by them or to examine them. They
remained pasted on walls till someone kap-
pedied ta tear them down or the wind scat-
tered ther. The bustling world went on its
way; it seemed as if there was no one H)
grasp Reb Amram's explenations of the Zion.
ist forgery or to separate from it—even 1o be
aware of Reb Amram and the praclamations
with their words and inferences,

Did Reb Amram'’s words in fact merely go
into the air and disappear without finding a
place? Was attention really concentrated
whoily on the newspapers and affairs of
material life to the exciusion of werds such
as these? Were there no individuels who
would understand these words? Actually
the reverse was true; far from being frus-
trated, Reb Amram’s werds were due to be
revaaled afler temporary concealment. They
werg not extreme but simple words which
only pettyness and weakness had made
seam far-fetched.

Occassionatly, Reb Amram, atheit soli-
tary and alone, appeared to coutain great
sirength, not because of any spectacular
actions or enchanting achievements but be-

OIOIEl6)

Zionist And Claims the §
Name of Israel .
He Refused To
Becognise It.

cause of his pure heart. Many joined hi
when they saw how fully justified Reld
Amram's cries were; for even at the time :
some terrible breach in the wall of the faith$
none but Reb Amram paid heed and crigd
eut and called others together. Even then hisg
only strength was that of his words, which
flowed from the words of the Living G.d§
given out of the fire on Horeb on the day off
Assembly.
He had none of the human strength re.
quired for making a human impression—
only the strength of a great soul that aroused
smaller and weaker soulsthan his, Thus he
brought about the outcry of the Children of?
Israel against the profanation of the Torah
and holiness; against apastasy; against their
sin, for it was grievous. The desecrators of|
the Tarah shook and raged when they heard
his voice as did the Zionist rulers. When
they heard his voice they decided that this
poor and lean few was not. to be regarded
complacently. They felt that within him
there was hidden a great steength opposing
them; that as long as his voice was heard his
rule was authentic and nat the domination
of their army and their state, They had no
rest. Reb Amram was disturbing their rest._
as if even among them the "pintele vid"

Amram and the truth that was with him—
against Istael's destiny, which they had no
power 1o frustrate, Their soldiers and their

# police destroyed and trampled; déalt cruel

biows without restraint; innocent blood
poured out at every side. Tortured cries

§ filled the air. Many were left wounded on
d this battiefield, and their main target, Reb
¥ Amram, streaming with blood, was dragged

to their prison in order to silence him and

§f eliminate him. Accounis of these actions

were published in their newspapers, which
also perceived that here was a great war and
what a mightly victory. That while Reb
Amram was shouting 'Shabbos, Shabbos,
Shabbos’, these words were not wasted on
thie ether but constituted the complete truth
of the whole powerful and eternal content of
the people of Tsrael which had up till then
seemed to have been forgotten and to have
vanished from the horizon. Now they no-
ticed that they were conquering & great and
dangerous foe who was struggling with
them threatening their existence. They gave
exact details of the war and this victory.
Newspaper readers absorbed these details
attentively, for both those who read them
and the warriors and the conguerors who
announced them, were all stirred by this
victory—this war between the Zionist state
and Reb Amram Blau,

Reb Amram was unaffected by all the
blows and his streaming blood. He regarded
the jail into which he was flung as just a
continuation of his war against the Zionist
state. In their courls to which they brought
hitn he also revealed the truth that was with
him, and the forgery of Zstael’s name inhec-
ent in the "State of Israel”, Ha did not argue
with Zionist judges about his personal situa-
tion, nor did he listen at all when they were
reading the charges, which in no way con-

concealed by the sack cloth of their deeds, § .cerned him. He argued about the Zionist state

was being stirred. They felt, even though
they did not understand, that truth was
with Reb Amram—~and not with them: that
eventually Reb Amram’s veice would pre-
vail ever them and put an end to them, They
felt an urgent need to liguidate an enemy so
weak and yel 5o strong; for their dominien
could not be confirmed without a victory
over this voice. Their armed forces

itself. For this reason he did not support his

-words by quoting from one Zionist lew or

another, but based them on the very sanctity
of Tsrael and its subordination to the laws of
the holy Torah. He based his words on the
“we will do and we will hear” of the Revela-
tion, and on the words of the Sages and the
Shulchan Aruch. This he declared was the
tomplete opposite of the acceptance of the

advanced to wage war against Reb:

Zionist's state's laws, which are really the
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If they sentenced him to
six months in jail, he would
go to the Zionist jaif for six
months; if they said a vear,
he would go for a year,

Thus he went from his
house to prison, returned
home and went back to Jail
and home again; all the
blows, alf the periods spent
in jail made no impression
on him.

laws of other nations, whom it is the sole
purpose of the state to imitate.

Reb Amram did not even try to declare his
innocence of any charge even when he was
told the penalty for this or that legal trans-
gression, for he was not speaking about &
legal matter but about Zionism, and the
Zionist transformation of the people of Is-
rael from their sanctity and their faith to a
secular gentile content. He did not mention
his own case because he was not concerned
about it at all. He was concerned about the
war with unbelievers and unbelief and he
mentioned this continuously, taking every
apportunity to protest fearlesly and uncom-
primisingly. He made his declaration before
the Zionist judges to the effect that a Jew
was forbidden to judge and be judged by
thesa secular laws, singe it was oppesed to
the Faith of our Holy Torah and the Caven-
ant made with our ancestors on Horeb, That
was why he did not recegnize the state. {is
institutions, its laws, it police, its courts and
all that belonged to it. For all this he gave
caly one reason: a Jew could recognise anly
Judaism and the Holy Torah. Were he to live
in a state of any other people or tongue, he
would recognise the general laws of that
state, because the general laws are fixed for
all the people of that-state, But since this




state is Zionist and claims the name of Israel
he refused to recognise it.  His view com-
pletely disavowed the Zionist state with all
its institutions because it was a complete
forgery. Heaven forbid that he shouid admit
that Israel had any connection with the gen-
tile culture—of which the state was so proud,
and on the basis of which it was founded.
Reb Amram read this declaration whenever
they brought him before their courts. It
seemed as if tha Zionist judge who was pre-
siding made an effort to remove the impres-
sion of Reb Amram's explanation by turning
quickly to the agenda before him in order to
emphasize the charge. Bul Reb Amram in
reality was not addressing him at all or pay-
ing any, attention to him. Reb Amram was
addressing the whole world, the whole
House of [srael, which would assuredly hear
his words one day-—this Zionist judge per-
haps amang them.

He did not say anymore there. Nothing
else concerned him. For him there was no
difference between hearing the accusations
and hearing the verdict. if they sentenced
him to six months in jail, he would go the
Zionist jail for six months; if they said a year,
ke wauld go for a year. He did not protest
against this at all because it was not his
affair, Thus he went from his houase te pri-
son, returned home and went back to jail
and home again; all the blows, all the peri-
ods spent in jail made no impression on him.
He returned to his Torak and his 'avoda’
with spiritual joy, rejoicing when he went
out and when he came back to fulfill the will
of his Maker. Whenever necessary, he
would go and protest once more, and cry out
without being affected either by the Zionists
and their brutality or by the sight of a large
crowd confronting him. He would not with-
draw from protest even when he remained
alone without anyone listening or accom-
panying him. He was not concerned with
publicity, gratitude, honour, achievement,
satisfaction or victory.

Reb Amram derived inspiration from the
great depths of his soul, he did not want
anything or need anything. He did not aliow
it to be forgotten that there is 2 war between
holiness and defilement, a war of faith
against atheism and a war of the Children of
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Many were left wounde
on this battlefield, and the
main
streaming with blood, wa
dragged to their prison i
order to silence him an

eliminate him.

[srael against Zionism and its state. H
stood guard and proclaimed this truth pubj
licly and in private; even to himself whes
nobady else was with him. He did not toucH
the morey nor the coin on which the seal
the Zionist state was engraved and did nof§
use the Zipnist postal services. He did not8
think that this would make an impressio
on the state treasury, or that the post couldj
not continue without his patronage. Thé
purpose of it was Lo demonstrate that Isra
had ne connection of affinity with the Zion
ist heresy nor with the state that had beeny
set up through the power of that heresy. He}
did not miss any opportunity of evoking this
protast. Even in the Zionist jails he protested
against the State. When one of his trials coin:
cided with the wedding festivities of hi
dear son, Reb Dovid Blau, shlita, the jaiters]
wanted 1o show their humanity and set Reb}
Amram free for 2 few days on the condition
that he sign a document concerning his tem-
parary release, Reb Amram agreed to go but
informed them of his inability to sign a doc-
ument with the words 'State of Israel’ print.]
ed on it since his signature would.constitutel
recognition of the "State”. Reb Amram did

not sign and the humanity of the officialsg

disappeared. He remained imprisoned dur]
ing his son's wedding. The Zionist afficials
saw something in this protest against the]
Zionist state. They would not give in and
Reb Amram would certainly not refrain:

from protest when there was any way of;

protesting that the essential purpase of a
Jewis epposed to that of the Zionist state,

‘. here was no need to consider the nature
of the occasian, whether it was significant or
aot, The main thing was the praclamation,
the proclamation of the Haly Divine Torah.

‘Reb Amram did not see the need for materiat

Jchievements, for such is not the affair nor

B the strength of the people of the G-d of

“Abraham, Isaac and [zcob. T he basic power
¢ the Holy People is their holiness. Hereds a
jeople that “rises like a lion and is aroused
like a lion.” (Bamidar 23-24) Cur Sages have
tbld us when they arise from their sleep like
lions and recite the Shma, they proclaim the
Holy One, Blessed be He, as King and be-
come as lions. In the holy baoks it is ex-
plained that the essence of praise refers to
Divine might and that when Scriptuce says
‘here Is a people that rises like a lion', this is
besause they perform deeds, namely, the
Divine commandments, which are con-
sidered in accordance with their Divine
source. Accordingly, the meaning of ‘a peo-
ple that rises like a lion and is aroused like a
young lion’ is that the actions of Israel are
Divine as is fitting for the Divine people. Reb
Amram proclaimed and made known this
eternal matter with alt the means at his dis-
posal. Such was his task, a sacred task, such
was his mission and his portion in life.

Morenu Reb Amrvam was aware of his
special purpose at this time and carried out
the task imposed on him without any caleu-
jation or explanation. He accepted this obli-
gation with a total submission. According to
human ideas, he could not expect progress
or any results which might encourage him
and strengthen his heart to continue. Yet he
submitted corpletaly to the will of G-d and
the duty of the hour witheut any reserva-
tions, a clear and pure devotion, the fire
burning around him to the point of actual
self-sacrifice. He did this throughout his life.
At the very beginning of the growth of
Zionism, when they came to the Holy Land
1o desecrate the Terah, Reb Amram, al-
though still very young, felt the need to pro-
test against this with real self-sacrifice. On
the first Shabbas the desecrators struck him
i1l the bload flowed, with a murderous mai-
ice as yet unknown among the Jewish peo-
ple. The English palice, then in power in the

Hoty Land, aided the Zionists, for the Eng-
lish understood the Zionist view that one-
must not interfere with order and the free-
dom of man to do whatever he wishes
whenever he wishes.

Rsh Amram recognized the English Man-
date in Ereiz Yisroel, since government, by
one nation or another, over the Hely Land is
the arder of the decree of Exile, and hope for
the people of Israel lies only in the redemp-
tion that will come from Heaven through
our righteous Messiah. Heknew that accard-
ing to English law one must not act against
the liberty of the citizen, who is free to
behave as he wishes. But all this does not
apply to Jews, since English law allows
them to desecrate the holy Sabbath and the
whale Torah, and the laws of the Torah do
not allow them to take advantage of this
liberty. English policemen removed Reb
Amram by force, yet on the following Sab-
bath he came again and fervently shouted
‘Shahbos, Shabbos’, receiving brutal blows
pnee again. Yel he came back. Sometimes
the desecratars did not even wait for Reb
Amram to make his protest but fell an him
as soon as they saw him, as if Reb Amram
himself was a protest against the desecra-
tion of the Torah and they were fighting
against this protest which Reb Amram's
likeness represented to them while he pro-
claimed that Israel was holy to G-d.

He protested against anything, publicly or
private, that conflicted with the Law of the
Holy Torah. He stocd alone in Meah Shea-
rim week after week to protest against im-
modest dvess, against every infringement,
general or individual, against all Zionist acts
and Zionism itself, against the establish-
ment of the Zienist state and against ail the
institutions of Zionism before it assumed the
garb of a state. .

1t is proper to remind the new generation
that Morenu Reb Amram fought devotedly
against the establishment of the state,
against this “redemption’ against this ‘libera-
tiom, against this 'gathering of exiles’, wha-
tever garb it assumed, whether it was the
garb of those who cast off the yoke to the
Torak or the religious garb of 2 Mizrachist

or Agudist. At the time of the establishment

of the state, Reb Amram prociaimed that a

Jew who observed the Torah could have no

share of these 'beginning of the redemption’




and the aifairs of the state. Reb Amram ther
cried out: "Do not be led captive by the lead-
ership of the Zicnist Agency which rejects
the views of the Holy Torah, do not allew
your sons and daughters to be slain for this
chaotic state, We are for peace with the
Arabs. We appeal to the English Govern-
ment to deliver us from distress”.That was
in the year 5708, before the state was estab-
tished. He gathered around him a large
crowd to go out into the street in protest
against the establishment of the “state”,
When the demonstration arrived at Rehov
Hagai, the Zionist forces struck, shot and
seriously wounded many people; but in this
way Reb Amram demonstrated his rejection
of the establishment of the 'redemption’ to
the British Governmenl in Jerusalem. Sub-
sequently, a lengthy document signed by
Reb Amram and by Rabbi Aron Halevi
Katznelbogen on behalf of the Neturei Karta,
was dispatched to the secretary general of
the United Nations. In it they explained
their request for Jerusalem, at least, to be
placed under international rutle, and entirely
separated the "State”. The dispatch of that
memorandum was fraught with great peril
on account of the Zignists in power and that
memorandum was included among the of-
ficial documents of the United Nations with
the consent of the Secretary General.
Throughout, he neither rested nor kept
silen? with regard to the international status
of Jerusalem. Three weeks before his death
he handed a petition 1o the President of the
United States, then on a visit te the Holy
Land, In a Zionist courl, when they were
about 1o transfer him to the Jaffa jail, he
declared before the Zionist judge: I wish to
explain that Jerusalem is international and
according to a United Nations resolution
you are also under international jurisdiction.
Hence, since [ am a resident of Jerusalem,
vou have no tight to take me to the Jaffa jail
which is within the area that you call ‘State
of Israel’. The judge told him that they had a
parliament and they acted in accordance
with its laws. Reb Amram answered that
“according to the Torah we recognize neither
your state nor your parliament.” Reb Am-
ram did not expect concrete results-his main
intent was to inform the Children of Israel
and all the inhabitants of the world that the
jews have no share in the Zionist state.

Zionism and Zionists constitute the bas
principle encompassing all desecration
the Torah and the faith. Reb Amram prote
ed against all the acts of the Zionists a
against Zionism itseif. He had been in t
past one of the leaders of the Agudah, bd
cause it fought against Zionism, which wa
the main reason for the foundation of thi
arganization, When the leaders of the Agy
dah began to make advances to the Zionist:
under varivus pretexts. Reb Amram com
pletely isolated himself from it. In conjunc
tion with other devout men, he began t
fight against the same Agudah whose me
ber he had been. Abandoning the benefit
and material advantages of honor or money;
which the men of the Agudah received, o
hoped to receive from the Zionists, Reb
Amrawm called them “those who eat from

Everywhere People Knew
About Meah Shearim
Because Reb Amram Was -

Heard There

sther devout men, he bagan to nght against

the same Agudah whose member he had#
been. Abandoning the benefits and material 3

advantages of honor or money which the
men of the Agudah received, or hoped to
receive from the Zionists, Reb Amram called
them “those who eat from Jezebel's table”,
Already in the year 5705 the Agudah had
started on the slope that lead to corruption,
and established a welfare office in conjunc-
tion with the National Council of the Zion-

ists in order to help and save Orthodox

Jews. Reb Amram then proclaimed: "Pity
your souls and the souls of the whale of
Jewry and do not turn to receive aid from
this conduit that is built on the destruction
of Judaism!” He led the campaign during the
elections for the leadership of the Edah
Hacharedis in Jerusalem.

This struggle was not between irreligicus
and religious groups, but between the reli-
gious and the Agudah. There was then a

sharp and open struggle between those cal- -
led by the name of Agudas Yisroel, collabor- 3
ators and associates of Zionists and Zion- 3

ism, and orthodox Jewry adhering to the
path of Torah and fighting for principles of
Torah and faith. Truth prevailed then and

Ariram Blau.

Hachareidis passed over to the
Mﬂnmhw WAmzm under the leadership of Reb
£ The Agudah separated from
i Bdah and began to embark on the path
Vat brought them to the position “rm_... now
5 o a faction of the Zionists and distrib-
%=+ of the Zionist heresy, among ."w_am.m
sho. serve the Zionist idol and sanction it
th hsherim”. This time Reb Amram

ith “Hec

E\tnot Fight against desecrators of the To-

“h but against "rescuers” of the Torah. He
“iidlared a total war against improvers of
= iomism who appeared in the name of Torah
torder to bring Torah observance to the

deterred. He proclaimed with his great spir-
itual forse that onre should separate from the
state and from ail its {latterers and those
that give it a “hechsher”. He was not affected
by his own frailty nor did he take account of
the Agudists and these Rabbis wha sup-
ported them. All that was of ne account to
him in the face of his clear reatization that
this whele process was linked to the uproot-
ing of the Torak and the insertion of heresy
in the heart of Isragl. Reb Amram fought
with all his might against this process. Few
understood him in the past, but all wili
understand him in the future.

Brionists or into the state that had been
¥ounded on Zionism. He stated again and
...mes that association with transgressors

esans asscciation with their evil, that join-
ng with unbelievers means jeining in
Atheism. . )
He fought vigorously against the DF&
Rabbinate from the time of its establish-

Ement, for that Rabbinate appeared te have

o other purpose than to watch over the

Hccligious and Kashrus requirements of the

Bsettlers and the state, but Reb Amram saw
Hin them the destruction of religion and To-
reh. This war was the war against Agudas
Yisroel, which had entered the Zionist Agen-
cy and the state government in order to
“remedy” Ziomism and the siale in accor-
dance with the Tarah. Reb Amram saw in
this "remedy” a terrible corruption and des-
truction of the remnants of fsrael. While
Agudah Rabbis proclaimed it a sacred duty
to participate in elections for state Emﬁ.ﬁﬁ-
tions and vote for Agudah representatives
whe would protect and remedy, Reb Amram
stood near the polling booths and shouted:
3 “Tt is forbidden to take part in the elections?”

This time, too, he was not intimidated or

This war against participatior in the elec-
tiens was fundamental for him, since it
meant participation not only in elections but
alse in Zionist legisiation which they en-
acted in their assembly of heretics. Although
the hearts and minds of the Agudah were
attuned to what they regarded as essential,
namely the honour and money they would
receive from the Zionists, they did not reveal
this to the religious community. What they
did publish was their plan to ackieve some-
thing through parliamentary representation,
to legislate for the remedy of religion, In his
protest Reb Amram procizimed that child-
ren of Israel did not have the freedom to do
as they wished. There was a difference
between the people of Israel and the rest of

Few Understood Him
in the Past,
But All Wiil
Understand him
in the Future.




This struggle was not
between  irreligious and
religious groups, but

between the religious and
those called by the name of

Agudas  Yisroel,  collab-
orators and associates of
Zionists and Zionism.

His view completely
disavowed the Zionist state
with all  its  institutions

because it was a complete
forgery.

the nations. Among all nations human laws
promulgated in their parliaments are bind-
ing, Whereas in the case of Israel, the Holy
People, the laws of the Holy Torzh written
and oral, are decisive. This basic difference
is paramount, and it makes no difference
whether the laws of cur Haly Torah are con-
trary to the laws of the state, or to accepted
principles of other natiens of the world. Not
only when Zionist laws are in confiict with
the laws of the Holy Torah, as they usually
are, but even when they appear to offer
remedies, one must sepacate oneself from
human legistation, for one must not recog-
nize any legislation except for the laws of
the Holy Torah, whalever the consequences.
Acknowledgement of any law apart from
the faws of the Haly Torah is the opposite of
the acceptance of the Torah on Mount Sinat,
The ocath of allegiance taken by Agudah
representatives to be faithful to the laws of
the State of Israel in itself constitutes an
open and public breach of the Holy Coven-
ant. When it is disguised under the cloak of
struggling for religion, it is even more harm-
ful, for the matter is no lenger canfined Lo
the representatives themselves, but jews
who keep the Torah may be attracted by
28

this deception. Reb Amram expressed t
repeatedly in the concise terms to which
reverted again and again: Separation! Se
ration! Separate yourselves from the Zi
ists and aiso from those who ‘remedy’ the
from the unbeliever and Irom their s
porters.

Reb Amram did not utter his own worl
but the words of the Torah. and with unsé
fish devotion he removed all the partitioff
that divide man from the holiness of ¢
Torak. The words of the Torah were
power and his strength, and with this pow;
he fought against the desecration of t
entire Torah. All he had in bis world w
the ohservance of the Tarah and the preses
vation of the pure faith. When observance
the Tozzh was at issue—a matter of literal
personal concern ta him—he was firm a
streng as a rock against the whole warl
against the whole crowd, against all perse
uters; yet ke forgave all. During perhaps thi
most glorious episode in his private life,
was slrengthened and fortified ten-fold
the holiness of the Torah and rose and wa
exalted higher and higher. He showed how
far observance of the Torah extends and
threugh the simplicity and whole-hear!
edness of his resolve not to transgress the
Holy Command in the stightest; “what ths
Lord your G-d demands of yeu”, in respe
of resisting temptation at ail times and ref

using to be swayed by pretexts and distor®
tions. For the words of the Torah are ever
valid, under all conditions and in all trials$
and ‘if a man contributes ail of the substancel
of his house for the love' with which Reb}

Amram foved the Torah, they will surely
despail him,

Reb Amram was not called Rav or Gaon, §
terms ercded through adoption by everyone §
who wants to adorn himself with them—or §
Rebbe or Tzadik—titles which have lost®
their significance nowadays. He had no or-§
ganizatien, no institution, no congregation to 8

appoint him as some kind of head or leader.
He was just called Reb Amram; his personal

name bore witness for him and elevated him 4

to the required level. The impetus for his

great deeds came only from his soul and 3

from the purity of his heart, which was lim
itless. He did not heed difficulties or any:

Al

ek,

Janger that might prevent him from crying
-t and protesting at the destruction of the
ﬁ.u—.mr that is revealed befere us in our day.

e uanmemm onty simple truths familiar to
| Tsrael from the time when the Torah was
"ven to the day when the Zionists came and
grifed them and their flatterers came wu@
¢ them aside. He owned nothing in this
:orld. He lived a dife of privation and want

*d needed nothing. He even invited others

% benefit from his awn meager portion. He

5s-not a proud person but preferred lowli-
ess and humility which the Holy One.
Jessed be He, desirad, the benevolent eye,

Eumble soul, and lowly spirit of the disei-
Gies of our Father Abraham. He was nol

bservient to anybody through whom he
Jight possibly obtain something of the ma-
rial advantages of this world, This re-
oved atl obstacies that might darken the

light of truth that illuminated his heart.
Lience his words were strong and clear; they

ili trinmph and survive in the worid when
the rest are seattered and vanish like a fleet-
ing dream. He was not alone but En—sa.mn
many within him. When he let his voice

“Upon your walls, Jerusalem, I have ap:
peinted guards who mention the Lord,
“(Isiah 62). Reb Amram guarded the walls of
Jerusalem, or what remained of those walls,
like the apple of his eye, He allowed none to
touch them; nor did he interrupt his watch,
for there is no silenge for those who mention
the name of G-d. Bach generation with its
seekers, each generation with its Jeaders—
the Hely One, Blessed be He, knows and is
aware of His faithful servants and plants
them in every generation. They watch over
His vineyards, they stand on guard so that
the Torah and holiness should not be forgot-
ten. They are the radiant stars. and their
activity is very great in the order of the
generations, Sometimes their activity is un-
recognized in their lifetime, for as jong as
they are active, the part of their power and
their significance that is apparant is part of
their great work that is revealed only in that
particular hour, a mere branch or a leaf from
the great tree, since this branch lacks the
power to display its roots and the extent of
its circumference. At the time when their
stay in our world is completed, then the

He gathered around him a large QOEA to go out
into the street in protest against the establishment of
the state. Reb Amram then cried out; We are for

peace with the Arabs.

sound in Meah Shearim, it grew stronger
and stronger throughout the world. Every-
where people knew about Meah Shearim
because Reb Amram was heard there. In the
whole world they knew of Reb Amram
because he proneunced words of the Torah
on whase revelation the whole world had
trembled with fear. Far from being weak, he
was a warrior who breached walls and
gates and made the plains of the earth fra-
grant. Dackness and gloom melted in front
of this eternal truth, in front of the voice of
Reb Amram Blau, "a fire proceeding before
him and consuming his adversaries ali
around,”

impriat of their whole life, with all the mag-
nitude of their power and activity is recog-
nized, and the entire chain suddenly ap-
pears, no single links alone, but every in-
dividual parl adds strength to the whole
form and the entire face. Thus it is explained
in the Holy books concerning the passing of
the Tzadikim that there will then be gather-
ed and joined all the elemenis of holiness
that are in their souls, in accordance with
“Thou dost gather their spirit, they expize...
and Israel's days drew near, etc.’ For all the
individual days draw close to one another
and add strength to one anather in the
inward sense of the increase of the soul at




the time of its departure from the world and
the perfection of the Divine image, which is
perfected at the completion of its affair and
its special remedy.

1f we did not adequately recognize in Reb
Amram’s lifetime his great strength and pro-
found source, yet on the completion of his
mission, when the whole course of it ap-
pears in front of us, we realize that there
was something very precious in the world
that has departed from us, a wonderful
vision in Israel which shook the world by
the power of speech alore. A Jew unique in
this generation who mentioned the name of
G-d, the principles and the fundamentals.

When this book, the book of the Wars of
Hashem was completed, the whole world
saw the great mountain flaming with fire,
tens of thousands of Jews fellowed his bier,
many mourned hirm all over the world, even
those far from him felt that some part of
them had been 1aken away, for he had pra-
claimed theic Judaism which belonged to

them but was hidden frem them. His
was the very sou! of Israel and the in
most recess of their heart. His words wi
words of the Torak which was given to
jews. Reb Amram manifested to th
through his strength that he was a part of]
of them, All of us mourn, all of us fament
pillar of light that has disappeared from
midst, the fiery pillar that illuminated {
time which is all night. Reb Amram's sou
at rest, only now has it come to res
something he did not know during his life!
earth: May his soul be bound up ir the boi
of life!

His words live and endure. He ga
merit and caused the multitude to acqu
merit through a particelar task ia a partig
lar epoch at the end of days. He will atwa
be remembered as the great Reb Amrd
Blau and his name wil} forever remain e
graved with an iron pen in the chronicles
the Jewish people. :

very so often the headlines feature
o sensational story about Israel or israe-
Hiat make every intelligent Jew shudder
“eringe with embarragment. One of the
t troubling scandals is the Pollard affaic-
fing with a bwist. A Zionist with a Gen-
wife, guaranteed a ten-year salary and a
v bonus {plus an Israeli passport with
as at the end of the ten Years) to
Biiver top-secret intelligence analyses.

il September 1978, Jonathan Jay Pollard,
“wish American from South Bend, Indi-
%.was hired as an Intelligence Research
cialist for various divisions of the US
y. In June 1984, he was assigned to the
-Terrocist Alert Center in the Threat
lysis division of the Naval Investigative
ivice of the US Navy. In Octover 1984 he
% assigned as an Intelligence Research
dcialist for ATAC (Anti-Terrorist Alert
hter), and his duties included research
H analysis of intelligence data pertaining
fatential terrorist threats in the Carib-
n.and the continental US. In this connec-
T, he held security clearances to obtain,
eive and use (in connecection with his
ployment only) confidential, secret, top
cret, and Special Compartmentalized In-
mation. Each succeeding level of security
7

ore sensitive and SCIis especialty sensi-
¢ classified information, the dissemina-
071 of which is strictly controlied and limit-
[G!to selected individuals within the mili-
ty and intelligence community with spe-
al 'security clearances.

{-In the spring of 1984, Mr. Pollard ar.
nged a meeting through an associate with
thigh-level Israeli officer, Col. Aviem Sella.
ella was a graduate student at NYU at that
me. In the summer of 1984, Paliard offered
-work as an ageat for the Israeli gavern-
eni and supply EIS classified infocmation
the Israeli government. After supplying
gamiples, Sella and Pollard arranged a code
fystemn based on the Hebrew alphabet, to be
amn for contact. Sella promised a cover
ory to explain the sums of money that
0uld be over and beyond Pellard's govern-
ent salary. That summer Poltard provided

a number of classified documents to Sellaat
the home of an Israelt diplomat assigned to
the Israeli embassy in Washingion. Gther
individuals were present and they photoco-
pied the documents. Late in the summer of
1984, Sella met Pollard and informed him of
his impending return to Israeli and that a
new ‘handler’ would be assigned to Pollard.
Under Sella’s direction, Pollard traveled to
Paris in the fall of 1984 to meet the new
‘handles” and discuss collecion requirements
and compensator.

In November 1984 the Pollards (Mr. and
Mrs.) travelad to Paris and met with Sella,
Rafi Eitan and Yossi Yagur. Eitan had been
for many years an Israeli Intelligence official
and Yagur was science consul at the Israeli
Embassy in Washington,

Al this meeting, Poliard was given de-
tailed requests {tasking) for specific classi-
fied documents and information for the Gov-
evnment of Israel. He was promised $1500
monthly salary for the expionage, in addi-
tion to having the frip paid for and an
expensive ring purchased for Pollard to give
his wife. [Eitan claimed that this inferma-
tion was needed by the Government of
Israel o0 identify and assess threats to
Isvael's security.)

After the Pollards returned to the States,
Pollard met with Yagur and delivered a
suitcase full of classified documents. He was
briefed en procedures for the routine deliv-
ery of classified documents and emergency
procedures in case of detection or other
unexpectad developments, and was given
additional tasking’ on specific documents to
be obtained.

The routine was as follows:

1. Three times a week Poliard would re-
move from his office the decumenis and
material {classified} by using his high-level
security clearances to access various nation-
al defense facilities then he would take them
to his car and drive to a location where he
could not be observed, such as a car wash.
There he would transfer the documents to a
case which he kept in the car for this pur-
pose. Every two weeks he would deliver &
suitcase of these documents to the apart-
ment af Irit Erb, and Israeli citizen who
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