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Hi Rabbi, my name is

I'm not sure if you
remember me, but I've posted our e-mail exchange below
as a reminder. We corresponded approximately six weeks
ago. At any rate, the central response I've received from
the leaders of the Los Angeles Torah community over

the last several weeks concerning the applicability of the
Three Oaths is that, even if the Three Oaths were never

annulled, there are millions of Jews living in the State

Dear Bryan,

today, and therefore we must use all efforts, military or
otherwise, to protect them from harm. I've received this
response from both modern orthodox and prominent
yeshivish kollel Rabbis. Do you agree or not agree with
this sentiment? If not, why? Thanks!

Bryan
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First of all, you have done a great thing by going
around to different rabbis and confronting them with these
questions. You have forced them to think and you are
helping to bring the serious problems of Zionism into the
open. If the rabbis see that enough people are bothered by
these questions and want honest answers, they will begin
speaking publicly on them, and the newspapers will begin
writing about them.

"Even if the Three Oaths were never annulled,
there are millions of Jews living in the State today, and
therefore we must use all efforts, military or otherwise,
to protect them from harm." The first thing to say about
this argument is that it's dishonest. If they really believed
in this argument, then at the same time as they support
the IDE they would be working hard to get Jews out of
the State as fast as possible. Because even when a sin is
permitted because of danger to life, it's always better to
find a way to avoid it. The rabbis would tell everyone with
a foreign passport to return to their home country. They
would set to work right away with all the lobbying power
they have in Washington to get America to let in more
Israeli Jews. They would set up networks to find them
all jobs and housing. There are already some countries
such as Germany and Russia that are actively trying to
get Israeli Jews to come to them. These rabbis would be
focusing on building the Jewish communities in those
countries and encouraging Jews to go there.

But no one is working on any of the above. In fact,
the very same rabbis who told you that answer are sending
their sons and daughters to study in Israeli institutions.
Many of the children stay on and make "aliyah". Would a
rabbi send his children to a place where no kosher food
is available and they would have to eat treif because of
danger to life?

And to those who say, "Well, they're doing it anyway.
My being there doesn't add to it." First of all, they
definitely do add to it. Do you know how many Orthodox
Jews go to Hebron on Rosh Chodesh Elul? Do you know
how many troops the army has to deploy to protect them?

What about the Kosel? And what about the settlements,
including Kiryat Sefer, Beitar, Har Chomah, Pisgat Zeev,
Maaleh Adumim and so on - aren't they the focal point
of the dispute with the Palestinians right now? And many
of the settlers are Western-born Orthodox Jews.

Secondly, even if someone is doing an sin "anyway",
Jewish sensitivity has always dictated that a Jew not be
hypocritical and make use of the sin. In certain cases such
as Shabbos, Chazal codified this into law: if a Jew turns
on a light on Shabbos, no Jew is allowed to use the light.
Even if a Jew does work on Shabbos to save a life, a healthy
person is not allowed to benefit from that work (Chullin
15b). The reason given is "lest he come to add more for
him". In other words, Chazal knew that the excuse of
"he's doing it anyway" is prone to be misused and the
boundaries of what "anyway" means can be blurred.

Now to address the argument itself. The argument
of danger to life is predicated on the fact that all sins in
the Torah are permitted to save a life, except for idolatry,
immorality and murder. But there are two authorities (prior
to the era of Zionism) who say that the Three Oaths also
supercede life: the Maharal (Netzach Yisroel) and Rabbi
Avraham Loewenstamm of Emden (Tzeror Hachaim). I'm
not aware of anyone who explicitly disagrees with them.
Here is the source material...

Even if there is an opinion that the Three Oaths are
permitted to save a life, today's state is not saving any
lives. On the contrary, it is costing us lives, and the end
result could be, G-d forbid, tragic. The only way to save
lives is to accept the guidelines of the Torah for exile. We
cannot say that we are smarter than G-d. G-d knew what
was best for us when he prescribed the exile.

In other words, if anyone disagrees with the Maharal
mentioned above, it's because they see the Oaths not as a
strict law to be kept even to the point of martyrdom, but
as a guideline G-d gave us for our own self-preservation.
To say, "I will violate the oaths in order to save Jewish
lives" is absurd.

Hersh Lowenthal (Natrina writer)
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Dear Hersh Lowenthal,

Wow. Ok. I understand what you're saying, and I will
take that advice and information to heart. With regard to
Aish have you ever considered posting rebuttals on their
website? You can do that at the end of the article. They
have a ton of traffic, and their articles go unopposed.

Interestingly, the CEO of Aish Los Angeles is a
good friend of mine, and when I became frum four
years ago, I probably spent more time at his home for
Shabbos meals than anyone else's. The following is totally
confidential.....

In a nice way, I told him beforehand that I would not
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ask the question because I did not believe it was kosher to
have a Jewish state, based on research that I had conducted.
He was flabbergasted, and despite the fact that he grew
up frum andis a Rabbi, he had never even heard of the
Three Oaths. I then sent him the e-mail that I've pasted
below. After reading the e-mail, he showed it to the
executive director of Aish, who then took it the preeminent
Rabbi in the Los Angeles community, as recognized by
almost all L.A. shuls. He was the one that stated that while
the content of thee-mail below was correct, because
millions of Jews now live in the land, we have an obligation
to support and encourage the State's efforts to protect those
Jews.

The Aish Rabbis were nevertheless troubled by the
fact that this Rabbi found the content of the e-mail correct,

and are meeting with this Rabbiagain to determine
whether Aish needs to rethink their hashkafa with regard
to Israel. To be honest, other than my Rav (not an Aish
Rabbi), it seems that practically every L.A. Rabbi - whether
charedi or modern - is pro-State. On Shabbos, for example,
I am the only one in shul that sits down when everyone
stands for the prayer for the State of Israel. Unbelievable.

How can it possibly be that everyone is so in the
dark? Considering all of the L.A.'s Rabbi's combined
Torah knowledge, how can it possibly be that their
learning is totally non-existent with regard to this issue? It
completely blows me away. Thanks again for all the great
info. Rabbi.
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Dear Rabbi,

After our conversation, I want to briefly set forth
where I'm coming from on the State of Israel.

As you may know, King Solomon in Song of Songs
adjured the "daughters of Jerusalem" three times "not to
arouse or bestir the love until it is ready. " The Talmud in
Tractate Kesubos 111a explains this language and states
that we have been foresworn, by three oaths, which provide
that until Moshiach arrives: (1) the children of Israel shall
never seek to reestablish their nation by themselves; (2) the
children of Israel never be disloyal to the nations which
have given them shelter; (3) that the nations shall not
oppress them excessively.

The Maharal of Prague explained that the
prohibition of violating the Three Oaths applies even if the
other nations force the Jewish people to do so (i.e. if the
nations violate their own oath not to be overly harsh to
the Jewish people in exile). He wrote in his sefer Netzach
Yisroel (Chapter 24) that these Three Oaths may not be
modified so as to affect the decree of Exile, and "even if the
nations wanted to kill the Jews with terrible torture, the
Jews are forbidden to change the applicability of the Oaths.
This is relevant to every one of these oaths and must be
understood." Therefore, not only is it forbidden to leave the
exile even with the permission of the nations, but even if
they force the Jewish people to do so under pain of death,
it is forbidden to violate the Three Oaths in the same way it
is required to give up one's life rather than accept another
religion. This sentiment is echoed by scores of our sages
throughout the generations (see the list below).

For instance, Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch says

in his commentary to the siddur that "we are forbidden
to strive for the reunion or possession of the land by any
but spiritual means. Our Sages say G-d imposed three
vows when he sent Israel into the wilderness: (1) that the
children of Israel shall never seek to reestablish their nation
by themselves; (2) that they never be disloyal to the nations
which have given them shelter; (3) that these nations shall
not oppress them excessively (Kesubos 111a)." Similarly, at
the third convention of the rabbinical leaders of Agudath
Israel, Rabbi Aharon Kotler specifically rejected any
proposal for a "Jewish State" on either side of the Jordan
River, even if it were established as a religious state, because
such a regime would violate the Three Oaths.

At the outset of the Jewish exile to Babylonia, the
Prophet Jeremiah, in chapter 29 of his book, proclaimed
G-d's message to all the exiled... Verse seven reads, "Seek
out the welfare of the city to which I have exiled you and
pray for it to the Almighty, for through its welfare will
you have welfare." Our sages teach us that this has been
one of the cornerstones of Jewish "foreign policy" as to
how to behave in the nations during our exiles. We're not
supposed to force own redemption by creating a State in
the Holy Land.

It is important to remember that this is a position
shared by the Gadolim. From Rav Eliashiv and Rav
Avrohom Karelitz (Chazon Ish) to Rav Judah Bezalel
(Maharal of Prague) and Rabbi Chaim Soloveichik, the
Torah leaders of each generation have reaffirmed that
validity and applicability of the Three Oaths.

The following is a list of Torah scholars I have
compiled that hold that having a Jewish state is not kosher
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any circumstances because of the applicability of the Three
Oaths.

If it is not troubling enough that the existence of a
Jewish State itself violates Torah law, it is equally troubling
- if not more so - that so many Jewish souls perished in
the Holocaust to justify the aims of the secular Zionists.
Here are just a few examples, which I encourage you to
research:

1. President Roosevelt convened the Evian conference
July 6-15 1938, to deal with the Jewish refugee problem.
The Jewish Agency delegation headed by Golda Meir
ignored a German offer to allow Jews to emigrate to other
countries for $250 a head, and the Zionists made no effort
to influence the United States and the 32 other countries
attending the conference to allow immigration of German
and Austrian Jews.

2. On Feb 1, 1940 Henry Montor executive vice-
President of the United Jewish Appeal refused to intervene
for a shipload of Jewish refugees stranded on the Danube
river, stating that "Palestine cannot be flooded with... old
people or with undesirables."

3. In 1941 and again in 1942, the German Gestapo
offered all European Jews transit to Spain, if they would
relinquish all their property in Germany and Occupied
France; on condition that: (1) none of the deportees
travel from Spain to Palestine; and (2) all the deportees
be transported from Spain to the USA or British colonies,
and there to remain; with entry visas to be arranged by
the Jews living there; and (3) $1000.00 ransom for each
family to be furnished by the Agency, payable upon the
arrival of the family at the Spanish border at the rate of
1000 families daily. The Zionist leaders in Switzerland and
Turkey received this offer with the clear understanding
that the exclusion of Palestine as a destination for the
deportees was based on an agreement between the Gestapo
and the Mufti. The answer of the Zionist leaders was
negative, with the following comments: (1) only Palestine
would be considered as a destination for the deportees;
(2) the European Jews must accede to suffering and death
greater in measure than the other nations, in order that the
victorious allies agree to a "Jewish State" at the end of the
war; and (3) no ransom will be paid. This response to the
Gestapo's offer was made with the full knowledge that the
alternative to this offer was the gas chamber.

4. In 1944, at the time of the Hungarian deportations,
a similar offer was made, whereby all Hungarian Jewry
could be saved. The same Zionist hierarchy again refused

this offer (after the gas chambers had already taken a toll
of millions).

5. The British government granted visas to 300 rabbis
and their families to the Colony of Mauritius, with passage
for the evacuees through Turkey. The "Jewish Agency"
leaders sabotaged this plan with the observation that the
plan was disloyal to Palestine, and the 300 rabbis and their
families should be gassed.

6. On December 17, 1942 both houses of the British
Parliament declared its readiness to find temporary refuge
for endagered persons. The British Parliament proposed to
evacuate 500,000 Jews from Europe, and resettle them in
British colonies, as a part of diplomatic negotiations with
Germany. This motion received within two weeks a total
of 277 Parliamentary signatures. On Jan. 27, when the next
steps were being pursued by over 100 M.P.'s and Lords, a
spokesman for the Zionists announced that the Jews would
oppose the motion because Palestine was ommitted.

7. On Feb. 16, 1943 Romania offered 70,000 Jewish
refugees of the Trans-Dniestria to leave at the cost of $50
each. This was publicized in the New York papers. Yitzhak
Greenbaum, Chairman of the Rescue Committee of the
Jewish Agency, addressing the Zionist Executive Council in
Tel Aviv Feb. 18 1943 said, "when they asked me, "couldn't
you give money out of the United Jewish Appeal funds for
the rescue of Jews in Europe, I said NO! and I say again,
NO!...one should resist this wave which pushes the Zionist
activities to secondary importance." On Feb. 24, 1943
Stephen Wise, President of the American Jewish Congress
and leader of the American Zionists issued a public refusal
to this offer and declared no collection of funds would
seem justified.

8. In 1944, the Emergency Committee to Save the
Jewish People called upon the American government to
establish a War Refugee Board. Stephen Wise testifying
before a special committee of Congress objected to this
proposal. During the course of the negotiations mentioned
above, Chaim Weizman, the first "Jewish statesman" stated:
"The most valuable part of the Jewish nation is already in
Palestine, and those Jews living outside Palestine are not
too important". Weizman's cohort, Greenbaum, amplified
this statement with the observation "One cow in Palestine
is worth more than all the Jews in Europe".

Thanks for taking the time to read through this. I
look forward to speaking with you about this topic soon,
and I encourage you to conduct independent research as
I have.

Bryan
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