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Dear Rabbi, _ VDT IS M M 3 173

| got the sefer that you sent me recently,its works,
thank you very much,| had been rejoiced for these Divrei Torah that you sent me, | 173 DR OT PRI TNT PP DD DR IR 0T YR

t read th habbos instead of th ha that religi ionist:
publishing every fiday. o 01 he parsha MaLrelgions zonsts WP OPIPR TNON NI NEWT MINSIN T 0 B N IONII
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on a close up basis, and
that was only possible by

them living in their countries; the Ohr
Hachayim and others express this idea
of the Jews bringing up the fallen sparks
of the nations as a reason why G-d sent
the Jews into galus). However, the
gentiles having had that opportunity,
not only by and large did not convert (or
at least become b'nei noach), instead
they chose to mock and humiliate the
Jewish people throughout history, the
Jewish people who are a manifestation
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(Continued From Previous Edition)

Dear Mr. Lowenthal,

You interpret the Rambam's words
"fights the wars of Hashem" as not
referring to a literal war. But the Rambam
already stated that the moshiach
candidate has to "compel all of Israel to
walk in the ways of Torah, and reinforce
the breaches in its observance." Those
two things really do fit the definition of
fighting "assimilation" unless you really
really want to split hairs about what it
means to "fight assimilation." As such,
it seems clearly superfluous to interpret
"fighting the wars of G-d" as fighting
assimilation in my opinion.

I don't know if you can find any
sources in the Torah that describe trying
to make people observant as "fighting a
war of G-d." I'm talking explicit Torah
sources here, not what a modern day
Rabbi might wish to call such activities
(noble though they are).

Meir Braun

Dear Mr. Braun,

"Fighting the wars of Hashem"
doesn't have to mean only fighting
assimilation. It could mean fighting false
ideologies that are held sometimes by
Jews who otherwise observe all of the
Torah. (For example, there are some
Jews who keep halacha down to the last
detail yet in their beliefs and mindset
are Zionists.) So the Rambam contains
no superfluous words: he is saying that
the potential moshiach must compel all
of the assimilated and non-observant
Jews to keep the Torah, and furthermore
even within the community of observant
Jews he must wage war against false and
anti-Torah ideologies. Even if we were
to prove (by comparison to other places
where the Rambam uses the phrase
"wars of Hashem") that the Rambam
means literal warfare, this would not
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mean that moshiach violates the oaths
before knowing that he is moshiach.
The reason is that the Rambam is to
be read in order: only if the messianic
canditate succeeds in bringing all the
Jews to repent may he go on to the
next step of fighting wars. Once he has
accomplished the repentance of all the
Jews, clearly Hashem is telling us that he
has enough of a chezkas moshiach to be
allowed to fight wars. Once he fights the
wars, he reaches an even higher level
of chazakah, allowing him to gather the
exiles and build the Temple.

Dear Mr. Lowenthal,

Something else for your
consideration. I realize this is not
an halachic proof, but yet it is food
for thought in the entire spectrum
of discussing these issues. Chazal in
Sukah say, "There are four things that
the Kadosh Baruch Hu created that
He "regrets" having created..." One of
the four things is "galus." This seems
puzzling, even contradictory. How can
G-d regret having created the galus if
the whole point of it was to cause us
to suffer under the nations and then to
do teshuva? Isn't that a positive form
of suffering, and if so why would He
regret having created such a situation?
Perhaps one can say that the desired
teshuva has not only not arrived, but
that the Jewish people as a whole have
gone the opposite direction and gotten
spiritually worse because of the galut.
We can also say as a possible answer
that the nations whom G-d meant to
chastise Israel in galut went too far. See
Tanchuma, Tazria, 11 that expresses
the latter idea. Furthermore, another
reason why G-d created the galut is
to bring in converts (i.e. that the only
way that individual gentiles can possibly
recognize the G-d of Israel, is by way
of seeing the Jewish people in action,

of G-d in their eyes (that is, even the
worst of Jews is still a Jew in the eyes of
the gentiles, and as such their ability to
dominate and abuse the Jew no matter
what kind of Jew is seen by them as
the lack of the Jew's G-d's power to
save them). As such, G-d now regrets
having created the galut as the galut's
positive purposes not only were not
accomplished, but quite the opposite
evolved. And since He now regrets
having created the galut, might it not be
said that He now regrets having made
us take our oath concerning the galut?
And might it not be said that His regret
is our regret as well, since the galut has
been a physical and spiritual detriment
to our service of Him much more so
than any positive outcomes throughout
history? If not, we would need to come
up with some other meaning behind
His "regret." There is more to say
about this, including the fact that even
certain aspects of Torah understanding
have been negatively affected precisely
because of the galut. The latter requires
a seperate lengthy shiur to go into.

Again, this is merely an insight. And
I think it is an insight that can still be
coalesced with the idea that we should
not want a government over Israel,
unless it is led by a potential moshiach
type who begins the process by doing
the things that are relevent to him.

By the way, I'm just curious where
the poskim derive the idea that even
if the nations grant us the right to go
up as a wall to conquer the land, it is
forbidden? Just curious of the source for
their p'sak. That issue doesn't change
my overall perspective. Sorry if I'm
overburdening you with questions and
comments. This will be my last for now.

Meir Braun

Dear Mr. Braun,

You quote Succah 52b that Hashem
regrets the exile. Listen to Rabbi Avigdor
(Forwad on page 7)
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Miller, tape 179, where he
talks about the benefits of exile and
explains how they were in fact fulfilled.
Among those benefits are: filtering out
the bad elements of the Jewish people
through assimilation and intermarriage,
filtering in the good elements of the
gentiles, and teaching the Jews that
their ownership of the land is temporary
and that G-d is the real Owner. As to the
Gemora in Succah, I think that regret
cannot be understood literally, anymore
than the words vayinachem Hashem
("and Hashem regretted creating man")
in Genesis 6:6 are literal. See Rashi
there. The Gemora in Succah also says
that Hashem regrets creating the yetzer
hara but of course the yetzer hara
serves a good purpose.

Sources that aliyah bechomah is
forbidden even with reshus (besides
the Maharal) see Maharash Yafeh on
the Midrash, Chasam Sofer on haftorah
parshas Shoftim, Ahavas Yonasan on
haftorah parshas vaeschanan. See also
Vayoel Moshe simanim 10-20 where he
brings 11 proofs to this.

Hersh Lowenthal

Dear Mr. Lowenthal,

I still wonder about the question
and idea of even mere sakanas nefashos
alone not being docheh the halacha of
the oaths. We started from the premise
of the Maharal's understanding that
even danger to life would not negate
the oaths, to which you quoted the
Avnei Nezer and Satmar Rav's different
understandings. However, I asked you
earlier from wher the Maharal derived
this idea that even danger to life would
not nullify the oaths. After all, this is
a rather unusual statement from the
Maharal considering that we know that
all of the mitzvot save for the three
cardinal ones are nullified by danger to
life. In conjunction with this, I noticed
that you positied what may be the source
for the Maharal's comments. That being
a derivation from the Minchas Chinuch's
comments concering the mitzvah of a
war of obligation. Without going into
the entire explanation, since you and
I both know it, the upshot is that the
idea is that "Just as in the case of a
mitzvah-war of obligation, there is an
inherent danger to life, since by the
nature of war there is always a danger
since people are always killed on both
sides, so too the halacha of keeping
the three oaths is by its very nature

dangerous to life since Jews will always
be killed in galus...and so, too, since the
mitzvah of war is inherently dangerous,
we push aside the danger and do the
mitzvah (since other wise, we could
never do the mitzvah-war---and how in
the world could G-d create a mitzvah-
situation that would be impossible to
do), so too the halacha of the oaths-
-that despite the fact that they are
inherently dangerous to life, we must
still keep them." If this is where the
Maharal derived this idea from, I have
to respectfully say that I believe that it
is not a completely accurate comparison
in my opinion. It is, at best, a tenuous
comparison. How so? Because in a
war situation, the INTENTION of both
combatting parties is most definitely to
kill each other! And they use weapons
which are meant and used to kill. Part
and parcel of the very definition of
warfare is the desire and need to kill
the other side, thus making it VODAI
dangerous to life to perform. However,
that is not so when living in exile. There
is not a VODAI danger to life. It is not
by its very nature dangerous, there is
merely a POTENTIAL danger. Certainly,
throughout history, there have indeed
been many times, and long periods of
times, where Jews were not targeted
to be killed as contrasted to a warfare
situation where one soldier is targeting
another to kill. This contrast of potential
danger vs. definite danger is something
that is discussed in other halacha's as
well, such as situations with defnite vs.
potential danger to life when it comes to
keeping shabbos. Indeed, if one wants
to say that living in golus is a vodai
danger to life by its nature, one can
come up with deriving just about any
mitzvah-obligation as being dangerous
by its very nature (and therefor sakanas
nefashos would NEVER be docheh any
mitzvah). For example, one could argue
(as some actually have) that observing
shabbos is by its nature dangerous
to life. Because one could argue that
keeping shabbos means that you might
not have enough parnassa from the
extra day of business lost to your gentile
competitors, and from there one may
even starve to death ch'v...or even go
so far as to say that if one refrains from
turning on ones lights, one may end up
falling in the darkness and dying ch'v.
And should one build a sukah, perhaps
it too can be inherently dangerous vodai
since the roof will certainly fall on us,
one may think (don't doubt that some
people think this way either; I know

someone's mother who views practically
everything as a vodai danger to life!).
In any case, I strongly believe, based
upon the above understanding, that
the Minchas Chinuch means to single
out a milchemet mitzvah situation as
being THE exceptional example of an
inherently dangerous mitzvah.

Do you have an explanation of the
idea of why G-d would create the oaths
with a vodai danger, assuming one can
prove conclusively that there is a vodai
danger?

Meir Braun

Dear Mr. Braun,

You ask a good question, and I
think the answer is as follows. Keeping
Shabbos sometimes results in danger.
Yet we need not say that G-d wanted
us to keep Shabbos even in cases of
danger; we can say that He meant keep
Shabbos all the time except in cases
of danger. Thus we are fulfilling the
mitzvah of keeping Shabbos in 9 cases
out of 10, and that is called a fulfillment
of the mitzvah. But in the case of war,
there is always a danger to life, so if
we would say "fulfill the mitzvah except
in cases of danger" then the mitzvah
would never be fulfilled at all. Now you
argue that the Three Oaths are similar
to Shabbos: we can keep them during
peaceful periods of our exile, and violate
them during dangerous periods. But
keeping the oaths only during peaceful
periods is called not keeping them at all.
Because the oaths say that the Jewish
people must remain in exile until G-d
Himself takes them out. If whenever a
dangerous situation comes up we are
going to rise up and redeem ourselves,
that is not called remaining in exile until
G-d Himself redeems us, is it?

As to the question of why Hashem
made the oaths apply even in cases
of danger, while all other mitzvos are
superceded by human life, I think that is
tantamount to asking "why does Hashem
let gentiles kill Jews during exile?" Since
Hashem wanted the oaths kept during
the entire duration of exile, why did He
make the killing of Jews a part of exile?
That question has a number of answers
and I won't go into them now, but I think
now that it is phrased this way it should
come as less of a surprise than the idea
of having one exceptional mitzvah that
supercedes human life.

Hersh Lowenthal

(Forwad on next Edition)
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